"4 = A * * * - 
PA 
X 9 5 | 
- 7 * * I - oy * * 4 4 
q | ö * F 7 p 
: * 
* „ < 8 | 5 
y "i : p N : * 
5 * 7 ; d = 3 
1 - * * . » 
" " i» 
ud, 
l b — - 4 . | 4 1 8 
: 1 N * i o * . 
A 5 * n ' * " My 
d 1 i. 1 1 - , 
wn + : © I * p 4 
F = * 1 dio . " 
PF, 4 1 13 - . , - , 
. * * : — | , q 4  XF x ” 
4 . ir a : L * 
5 * i 2 | 
„ 49S 4 * ö O +* : _ 1 | 
_ : 4 
| * | | g.* $.. 1 
. By £5) F * 
4 : . 
= a. by 0 * j 0 
1 * 5 * 
— 
SS 4 F 


Spe | Candidly Conſider d: * 7 


* . 


. 


- wy < 
* m. 
. 


22 
* | & 


* \ 


* off " ; | * 
3 


1 = . er . 99 cs : 7 
* - : * 1 * * 11 5 . 1 nd. 7 - , f 
6 - 4 : \ . 0 4 980 — 

| From N VII. o 
* f F * * 7 d 
: g 4 =” | 

| Sh 4 0 7 * 4 
: "4 ö N. 0 4 ; g . $ 


* 


* 


W * 
. 
» * 


„to ND OM, 
Printed for R. Bun £16 in erco. 1 
NM. DCC. XVII. (Price, 1 5.) Ny 
Where may be had the former Numbers. 


2 


meer oa vr, . 
m . nnn 


5 1 wh 


E * 44 — 


0 ws 8 2 7 TE 58; N 
; 3 


r eee 


[CONTENTS 


A. HE Ideas of the Rights of Kings, &c. 
ſet in 4 true tight to Hens Conſciences, is 
fix Papers, under that Title. But tho Secular 
2 is the chief View, yet all Notions that m 
ſerve an ill turn mals e; one of which is, 1 
ang at. Occaſional Conformity. 'The Nature of com- 
plying with the Laws relating to ſuch Qualifications 
explain d; and the T, opicks on which the High-Church E 
recommend them, proved abſurd, page 1 


in. Occaſonal Conformity ſtated, an what the High- 
Church. intend thereby (as the Subject of their Rail- 
tery.) The Vileneſs of it, if ſurpaſed to be founded 
on Confeſſron, and the Slander if not, from the Uncer- 
"We of the Fart. 5 


3 IX. 


(ni) 
m. — Falts alew'd, as the High-Church 
ſuppoſe them; vide which, their Cen- 


ſures render d 9 which 
| pee 


= # - 
rdities e 
» . a * * 1 
He * A* * 6 : A * J * — - Fu = > , 
: 1 * %- x . 
„ 


2 EF; * 22 


— —— 


w- 


| * 
4 Duty inculcated both by the Church and Presbyte= 
rians; * Raillery againſt it proceeding from fattions 
Zeal, prov'd by their cajoling ſcandalous Communi- 
dant: (for an Office) of their own Party, and railing 
at ſober Chriſtians... The having an Advantage to 
encourage to. a Duty, no Mask of Hypocriſy, as com- 


8 * with the e Caſe of the Clergy: | VE 05 La, 


XI. A ce. thereat, wicl the of the” 
Clergy, and particularly with thoſe who rail at Occa- 
ſional Conformity, To the Intereſt of what Church 
this tend. and conſequently by whom promoted. 17 


XII. The Refleftions the High-Chyrch bring on the Laut. 
they ſeem ſo zealous or, expe: i4, by the, Rehſons they 
pretend for that Zt. Reaſons ef their 
Zeal for thoſe Laws, to be Te: " promoting the Ju- 
bite Cauſe, couch'd under a. Dialogue between a High- 

| - a Doctor, and 4 de . was then a Mem- 
er. : 22 


XIII. The from Views and 8 the Akan of 
the firſt Law for Qualifications hau, from what the 
Zealots for the latter Laws. precend to. The, Aſſiſ- 
tance of moſt of the Proteſtant Diſſenters not there» 
by (at that time) defeated. The-firft Lam well found» 
ed againſt Papifts, and was of ſervice to the Pro- 
ll. Intereſt in general, and to the Church of Eng- 
and 27 

XIV. 


Farther” 2 — chat dee Conformity. i 


OW) 


. —_— # * * 
* wack TC 70 % 11 
. % © - & », LV . 
N 0 


Religious Teſts... Al | 2 — 


ance fo that ae in gene The Hi 
ee. andon any, Des to it. Thee Dif- 
1 — _ = between Papiſts and Prote- 
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« The Maxim laid down in the 3 That 

bt toiprofeſs and act by their own Sentiments, 
ia to Proteſtants. The Original of Popery, 
in what it conſiſts. Thoſe who deny this Maxim, 
come into it; and if they do not neknowledge the Pope, 
h are thereby mare ubſurd, "That particular Seft 
which is moſt remote, nearer our Church by far than 
Papiſts; therefore the Aid of all to be uſed : which is 
encourag'd by the Example of Papiſts, uſing the Aid 
of our 2 High-Church. Some farther Abſurdities of 
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Occaſional Courant. 
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N my former Papers I have endea- 
vou d to lay my Foundation, by ſet- 
dias the Rights of Kings and Gover- 
vors in a true Light, and by ſuch 
OSS plain and concluſive Arguments, as, 
I hope, may take off thoſe Diſquie- 
tudes from honeſt Minds, which have been occaſion'd 
by.Notions promoted to ſerve the Intereſt of thoſe, 
who for that purpoſe have invented them. But 
fince it is too viſible, that tho the promoting that 
Claim, whereby ſach Perſons hope to advance them» 
ſelves to Wealth, and a ſhare in Temporal Power, is 
chiefly in their View; yet they have not confa'd 
themſelves to the Notions of the Rights of Tempo- 
ral Powers only, but bave advanc'd whatever other 
Notions they could make ſubſervieat to the promot- 
*Y ing_their Intrigues : and therein have proportion'd 
the Vehemence of their Zeal, not ſo much to the Im- 
portance of the Matter in Debate, as to the Service 
they a end ſach Notions may do their Cauſe z 
and with thoſe Views have inculcated them og their . 
Votaries, and endeavour d — make ſuch Fences * — 
— 4 


Subject of the enſuing Argument 


(620) 
them in the Conſciences of unthinking Men, that they 
may thereby ingroſs as many Opportunities as may 


abe of ſxcuriug their Iutereſt, by putting mos 
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" 4ER pert Oppofition to their Party; & And ſince nothing 


ick Afalts as” poſſibly they can, e 


d of ſuch as they can iuflue Wuilſt they. 
ify-otbers from ieee "from Faey Al) 


has ſerv'd them more to theſe Purpoſes, than their 

retended Zeal for ſome Laws, Join'd- with a like 
Fetch alods Qondemnation of that Practice which thoſe 
Laws, in their moſt obvious Senſe, tead to encourage, 
and which hath lately been ſtil'd, or at _ _— 


monly call*d, by the name of Occaſional * 
I. Conũderation of This, 199 ac] ko 1 A the 
Mifrepreſentations they have 2 doe, Cote iers 


with theſe Laws, and to ſet the Tk of their pre- 
tended Zeal for them in a true Lig ba Dal. I — 


The Legiſlature, in their great Wi 
a Law of ſome ſtanding, thought fit * 
Places of Truſt and Profit on“ te 
Tweed, to ſuch as ſhall communicate w 
of England, as by Law eſtabliſh'd® _ 
; And by a later Act occaſionally made, have, on 
certain Penalties, oblig'd all ſuch Communicants: iv- 
tirely to abandon all other Congregations whatſoe» 
ver; and by a later Act extended ſuch Prohibitions 
to Schoolmaſters, in England and Irelanl. 

Now it is not my preſent purpoſe, either to juſti- 
fy or call in queſtion the Intention of theſe Acts; 
they ſtand ſufficiently juſtify*d by the Authority which 
made them, and it would be a faulty Preſumption in 
any private 3 to capitulate on the Fitneſs of 
Laws ſubſiſting. 1 71 Purpoſe is to examine 
into the Grounds of thoſe Cenſures, which ſome 
Men have undergone - for their actual Compliance 
with theſe Laws, from thoſe who pretend the yen 
Zeal dem. ä 
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„By the actual Compliance with a Law, 1 intend 


either the doing the thing which the Lay dlxects, or 


abſtaining from that which it prohibits: and by the 
five. Campliance, ſuffering the Penalties which it 
inflicts. Now Incapacity being a very material Part 
of; the Benalty, which the two latter of theſe: Laws 
inflict, he who doth that which theſe Laws intend 
to diſcourage, and ſubmits to that Iacapacity:there- 
on, complies with! the Laws in a paſſtve Senſe amy; 
which will excuſe him from the farther Peualties but 
can't be ſuppos'd rationally, (and according to gene- 
ral Uſage) to anſwer: the Intent of the Law. For 
whoever complies with the active part of 4 Law, 
muſt. be ſappos'd to anſwer. the Ends of thoſe whos 
made it, more than they WhO comply with the *paſ- 
ſive Part of it only: for it ſeems moſt obvious, that 
the latent of all Law-· makers muſt be to have their 
Laws comphy'd with actually, the paſſive Part being 
generally eſteem'd as a Motive or Inducement to ob- 
lige to the actual Compliance; and it would be a 
very odd Reflection on Law-makers, that it was 
198 Jatention, that they who actually comply with 
their Laws, ſhould: be eſteem'd more culpable than 
they who do not. | 
Therefore ] think, that they who have loaded 
the actual Compliers with a Law with Characters of 
Infamy, have made no ſmall Reflection on that Law, 
and thoſe who made it: and however zealouſly af- 
fected they might occaſionally ſeem for their .Perſons, 
or with whatever Induſtry they might pretend to 
promote the paſſing of it; yet this muſt be allow'd 
as a Reflection on it, unleſs you'll ſuppoſe that 
Zeal for thoſe Laws was occaſion'd by a Deſite to 
have Laws, which could not be actually, comply'd 
with, without making ſuch Compliers worſe Men 
than they were before. And to aſlign ſuch a Reaſon 
for Chriſtians, at leaſt for Divines of the Chriſtian 
Church, to be zealous for a Law, the actual Com- 
| 1 X. pliance 
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| -— Pliance wherewith wonld be mare culpable than, the 
pale, would: be.yery harſh and uncharitable. 
For if the anal Compliance with theſtz Laws is 

. Hypocriſy, as ſome in their unthinking 


Zeal for theſe Laws, do at the ſame time load the 


State of that Lau thus, viz. Thoſe | whb SmpI 


m. will appear pretty difficult,” to oncile - the 


"Tt ha: 


Zeal havy 
edranc'd,. bow. can the fame Laws be againſt, or 0 
prevent Hypocriſy, as the fame Perſons (of the latter 
of theſe. Lams). have with equal Abſurdity aſfirm d- 
But the Legiſlatures Iatention in theſe. latter Laws; 


- feems viſibly. to be for au actual Compliance, by 


their putting it in the power of one cbuvidted of 
the Breach of thoſe Laws, by an after actual Compli- 
ance therewith, to take off fuch 1 ities as be 


bad incurtd by the Breach of 'thoſe Laws. - This 1 


| think to be evident, that the lutent of the Makers 


of theſe Laws was to have an actual Compliance 
therewith. And yet thoſe who ſhew the -gtcateſt 


actual Compliers therewith with all the Cenſures 
they can poſlibly infinuate. And it will not be four 
ſufficient to take off the Reflections they thus make 
on the Law they ſo much approve of, to ſay what 
they only reflect on ſuch as would not comply with- 
out, the force of that Law, for that Law muſt be 
intended to bring ſuch only to a- Compliance :' for 
to ſech as have and would act juſt as they de with» 
out that Law, that Law is perfectly as to chem of no 
effect. Therefore if ſuch who comply with this Law : 
in what. they would not do, were it net for this 
. iocur the Cenſure of Hypocriſy fton theſe 

lats for this Law, by ſuch Cenſure they put the 


with this Law, ia what. they, woutd not U were it 
not far. the Law, are thereby. made Hype 
And for thoſe who comply with this Law, In What 

would have comply'd with were there ao 


ſuch Law, this Law is perfectly need leſe and df no 
effect. So that when Matters are ſet in rue Light 


Zeal which a Set of Men e for theſe Laws, with 
1 


S * 


"the/genceal. Dickates of the, be e or: that) the 
Charch-Goveramentypractiſed hy chem: is more agrfier 
able to that Form Gedene the: Apoſtles, thanthat 

ay ey by the Eſtadlih'd;Churebs ifora herſon chat 
bus drofeli'd theſe Opinions, to co fora; toland cam 
manjcate wh the. Hſtabliſhd Charch, and by enti- 
| yy nog ſo to do, to gnαify bimfelb to hold an, Office 


irhyo. {phe gy — of -uboſe; Laws provided; for 
det purpoſe, and execute that O ffire, and Jet 
ns 


the gr inflicted by 22 7 by * un 
ith the. active part there 
bo bene wh Who is 8e 2 
ay; bat gring about. I thiak I have ſtated the Caſe 
5 have named the 1 becauſe I 
apprehend it is t e ill a ty 
our Diſlenter! rec al A Metba 
ſionally to conform, without 4 5 them off — 


the Communion they held with 11 ſeparat 
gregations. For to do I. Manz ind juſt Fi 8 
allow, that there are 'other Sectaries among 

ſides thoſe two Se inf the, High- Church wichi hints 
Church, and the; ch Fo 7 — the Chu ch, 
whoſe Sentiments ſcem to be fir of on on ogg, with 
ie, Views than the 1 mating, he be. Se 


the whole Vie w of 
the e Ys Fog r. L * des 


undoubted Hypocrite.  , 
Either ſuch Perſon. hath, co "Pr to theſe Cen- 


ſurers, that the ſame Opinions that be had former] 
profeſs'd ſtill hang in his Mind ; or elſe he bath, got 
made ſuch Confeſſion: If he ath confeſs d it to ang 
ſuch, that is a ſtrong Preſumption, that he hath 
Conviction (or Doubt t at leaſt) of thoſe Matters; >: $6 


by ſuch his Confeſſion Jeems, inclined to give 9Bporry 


, f 

niey to have his Mind farther ſettled therein, and to 
have Ann Doubts which yet hang of bim through tie 
Prejudice of Edueatſön, removed; In hictr a grudent 


Magtgement, and good ——· wn with 
ſich luchinations, might in'alPprobability: ſoom effect. 
But it Would be hard Treatment, 


for ſuch a henĩtent 
to be ſo deteĩved by him whom be hath made hit On- 
feſſor, as to be expoſed in the next publick Auditory 
for a Hypocrite convict, and ſodeſeribed and pointed 
at, that all his Neighbours muſt HU who Is meant, 
as Mell, as if all his Names and Diſtinctions were ex- 
preſs'd. This ſeems a very improbable Method of 
converting a-Man,fzom, the Rrxor. of, bis Ms, in 
the Spirit of Love: therefore ve cannot ſe it 
to be practiſed by any, whoſe buſineſs it is to lead 
Men into the Regions of Peace and Lv. 
We will therefore try the other ſide of the-Quet. 
tion, and ſuppoſe he hath not made any ſuch Con- 
eſſion; and if iſo, how can this Cenſurer know whe- 
her the Sentiments of ſuch a Per ſon's Mind, as to 
hoſe Matters, are not alter'd i? Is it ſo ſtrong a 
Probability, that what a Man hath once profeſꝰ d to 
de his Sentiments, muſt always cemain ſo? ls that a 
Probability ſo very ſtrong, that! upon the Certainty 
hereof a Mau in Holy Orders, whoſe bufineſs it is to 
dromote Chriſtian Charity, ſnould venture upon the 
noſt Unchriſtian Cenſures; which if the Man's Mind 
: , "Wappens to be alter'd, as for all that he knows it 
iſt Wnay, then even thoſe Facts, which he hath (without 
Pl Wc Conſideration) conceived as the only Foundation 
aur ſuch his Reflections, are intirely falſe ; and con- 
quently thoſe Reflections are ſo far removed from 
AN briſtian Reproofs, that they become Unchriſtian Slan- 
er) ers, withour any imaginary Ground of Truth to ſup- 
N*®" WFort them ?:And is not the Uncertainty whether there 
außgayche ſuch Alterations in a Man's Mind, or not, a 
long mcieat Reaſon to deter any (that have a Senſe of 
great Sin of Detraction at heart) from venturing 
ſuch uncharitable Cenſures, for fear the Reaſon. 


con- 


of. 
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. eembein's, for them ſhould be falſe in £ hls ts 
Mxture of the Caſe doth not admit lend 
of its Truth? But t ſet this motter het io a farther 
. LA theſe yery doubufyl Fats * * 
true, 

Geuſurers can de juſti r 

And that mall be the Argument of e | 
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The Occafiotial Courant. 


Am in this Fapbr to conſider the Caſe of TOE 
whoſe Judgwent is, That the Worſhip pravtiſed 
in The 2 (or other ſepa eee 
tian, is more exactly — 1 — to the general 
Dictates of 'Scriptore, 1 — that the Church-Govern - 
ment profeſs'd by them is more agreeable to the Borm 
directed by the A than in the Church which is 
by the Laws of this Nation eſtabliſh'd. | 
Aud whilſt theſe Perſaaſions are fubfſtiog, in his 
Mind, he doth notwi leave ſuch. 
ow tion, and conform to and frequent the Eſtabliſh'd 
ch: whether a Perſon allow'd to be of ſuch 


Now theſe Matters relating to the Modes of Wor 
ip and Church-Government, which without thei 
being in ſome ſort ſettled, there cannot any Cong 
rion of Chriſtians regular! join in pablick Wor 
ip; it is therefore requifite that theſe Mt: 
ſhould be ſo ſettled, as neceſſary Preliminaries to th 
Congregation's meeting in any tolerable Order a 
Decency : and there being no dirett and abſolute f 
ſcription laid down for theſe Matters in Scripture 


EO SED 
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not any of them be fo vehemently.a 


( 
but their to be induced from the general Dic- 
t it is not probable. that a number of 
very good and ditcer nidg ians, were they to be 
ſeparated, and each of them ſo ſeparately to draw up 
nt Sentimencs of .theſe Matters, r exadiy con 
cur ane with the other therein; and n — 7 


they Think beſt, as to che of ſuck Sentiments as to on 
lieve it their Duty to ſet up ſeparate Congregations 
thereom: but the beſt af them would believe 
it cheir Duty to wave the inſiſtiug on tbeir own Con- 
in ſtheſe Matters; for their Sentiments may 
be, that the Peace of the Church is of much greater 
ce, than Habits, Modes, ar particular Forms 
of 2 _ 1 not — _ in- 
ly in the Scripture. Andi can't 
roſe who weve ſo ſubmitted to, fer the 
ſake af Peace and Decency, would preſently uphraid 
their Brethren - with Hy pocriſy, upon their making 
ſuch Qoneeſſions: that would be very improbable, un- 
leſs for che ſake of promoting Party-Zeal, there 
fold be other Mies than the Peace of eh, 
and the Edifying the Members thereof. 

But ee there, partly for an Over · ſoml- 
neſs of the Opinions they have taken up, and not 
having learnt chorawly that great Duty which the 
Apoſtle St. Paul ſeems to value himſelf on, as a Per- 
tection to be aim'd at and imitated by all, viz. That 
the became all things to all, that he might gain ſome: 
Hay, ſuppoſe ſome ſhould be ſo narrow in their Sen- 
timents, as to believe it their Duty, and therefore 
aould feparate and divide Communions hereon, as 
ſome have done; may we not ſuppoſe that the Senti- 
ments of ſome others are more extenſive, and believe 
theſe Matters more indifferent? And ſhould we com- 
mend thoſe of the moſt narrow Seatiments ? Or is 
it found in fact, that the Divines of our Eſtabliſhment 
do commend them? Or do they not univerſally 


— them, Ec moſt prudeat do it with decent 
"Ss Allow. 


| { 10!) - - | | 
| . Allowances for the Prejudices of Education and Errors 
| of jodgment, Goc. Ft 1% 5790 Pen 
| But thoſe who are generally moſt zealous againſt 
Occaſional Conformity, do likewiſe ſhew themſelves 
_ moſt violent againſt the Separation. Now is not this 
to be equally zealous on both ſides the Queſtion? 
Here are ſome whoſe Sentiments are, that they ſhonld 
be rigidly nice in thoſe' things which others thiak 
iadifferent ; now if we will not admit this Indiffe- 
rence to be conſiſtent with Sincerity, Separation 
muſt be a neceſlary Duty to all that differ in their 
Sentiments from any Matter practiſed in the Church, 
tho in the moſt ſuperficial Parts of Religion. And 
this is not only an effectual Juſtification of the Sepa- 
ratiſts that now ate; but muſt neceſſarily promote 
many more Separations. For of thoſe who conſider 
* - theſe Matters, and do not take up with the Eſta- 
-bliſh'd Church, for the ſame Reaſons that would car- 
ry them into any Profeſſion that was eſtabliſh'd in the 
Country where they live; of ſuch I can't apprehend 
bat that they have different Opinions of many — 
in the Church: and if every one was obliged to ſe- 
parate under the penalty of incurring the Charge of 
Hypocriſy, whoſe Opinions in any thing differ d from 
Thoſe Modes and Methods which are eſtabliſh'd in the 
Church, where would be the End of our Separa- 
tions? If this would be a Practice that cannot be 
"+ Jeſtify'd, then it neceſfarily follows, that Men ought 
24 comply with others their Fellow-Chriſtians, where 
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mee do not apprehend ſuch Compliance involves 
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3 then in any Sin, and yet is neceſſary to the Weal of | 
Nt the Church and Nation where they live. And this 
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muſt be purſuant to the Sentiments of ſuch as think 
| the Peace of the Church of greater conſequence than 
{ any circumſtantial Matters. And this is what hath 
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been very laudably inculcated by the Divines of our 
Church. And what is this great Duty ſo commenda- 
bly inforced by the whole Body of the Clergy, but 
Fl that very Occaſional Conformity, which for t _ 
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of party -Zeal hath been ſo wofully beſpatter'd, with 
the utmoſt * Virulence the Extent of their Invention 
could furniſh them with; and rather than not load 
it ſufficiently, have ſtrain'd to the bringing oat of Ad- 
jectives that contradict their Subſtantives, and calbd 
it | open and avowed, Hypocriſy, which is the ſame 
with being barefacedly maſqued ; and ſometimes 
ſanctiſied and pious Hypocriſy, &c. Such e _ 
Ablur- 


* Worſt Iniquity Open and avorv'd Hypocriſy. Oxford. 

Sanctiſed Hypocriſy. St. Paul's. Sy | | | 

A Principle that ought to qualify its Profeſſors for a Goal inſtead 
of a Church, bring them to the Scaſſold inſtead of the Altar, and ad- 
vance them to Haman's Puniſhment inſlead of his Preferment 
Such a prodigious Act of the moſt audacious Villany, &c Pious 
Hypocrite. hat is begun in ſeeming Devotion, will end in real 
Damnation. Double Apoſtates. Aſſizes, 1707. | 
Aiſereants. 4 ſolemn and deliberate Act of the worſt Hypo- 
criſy. Men like Eſau, that Reprobate of God, Like Gehazi, 
that will impudently lye, and not have ſo much ſhame as he had to 
diſown it. Naaman's Crime, more odious and ſtinking than his 
Leproſy They outdo that amazing and irremiſſable Sin of the 
Son of Perdition, the Arch-Traitor Judas himſelf, in that they daily 
ſell and betray their Lord and Saviour for Mony: And would not 
(think ye) the Primitive Church have thunder d out their Anathe> 
mas againſt ſuch daring and inſolent Offenders * Would it not have 
pew'd theſe Vipers out of her Communion, whoſe crying Sins call aloud 
to Heaven for that juſt Vengeance they have not yet found on Earth? 
Leiceſter Aſſizes. | 

There is no one flagrant and deliberate Act of Vice, but falls u 
this helliſh Character; as all Hypocriſy, particularly that Quinteſſence 
of Fanaticiſm, Occaſional Conformity. Univerſity, 1707. 

Theſe are Expreſſions I have collected from ſome of our Author's 
Sermons, as a Pattern where more to the ſame purpoſe may be 
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+ And if you'll give me leave to be a little jocular in the Mar- 
gin, for I think our Subject too ſerious to admit it in the Body of the 
Diſcourſe, this puts me in mind of a very virulent Woman we have 
in our Country, who one day occaſionally falling out with her Neigh- 
pour, after ſhe had reaked her Paſſion by beſlaving her ſufficiently, and 
hereby had wound up her Fury to a Criſis; ſhe comes out at laſs 


with affirming, That ſhe had been the Devil's Whore : And that be- 
C 2 ing 
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Abfardities doth | Party-Zeal run Men inté, that 
when their Friends would ſtudy to ſay the Riadeſt 
thidgs of them, it is, That theit Zea! indeed had 
mad them inconfiſtetit with themſelves; and are ob- 
litꝰd to take a great deal of learned pains to endesa. 
voat to prove that they mean nothing. For by theft 
Aſfrtions on theſe Matters, that is the beft Con- 
ſtruction that can be allow'd to their Topicks, when 
put together. For, 1ff, It is affirmed, that who- 
ever cauſeleſly divides Communion from the Efta- 
bliſh'd Charch, is guilty of the damnable Sin of 
Schiſm; and that the Separation of our Proteſtant 
Diſſenters is ſuch a cauſelefs Diviſion. 2dly, That 
When ſuch do communicate with our Church, they are 
guilty of Hypocriſy. So that hereby they put an in- 
evitable Neceſſity on all whoſe Sentiments differ in 
any wiſe from our Eſtabliſhment, of being guilt 
either of Schiſm of Hypoctiſy: and which of thoſe 
two is rather to be choſen, is not by them determin'd, 
but both occaſionally rail'd at, and declard damna- 
ble, as may ſuit the preſent Views of promoting 
their Faction. | 7 25 

Bout I foreſee that this Aſſertion, that ſubmitting 
our Practice in Matters indifferent to the Weal and 
Peace of the Church, and Occaſional Conformity, are 
ſo very like each other, will be very ſtartling to thoſe 
who have been taught, and have thorowly imbibed, 
the Doctrine of ſubmitting their Judgments to the 
Church in all things, tho they àre not informed 
what is meant by the word Church ; for it is not 
to be taken in the literal ſenſe, for that is the Con- 
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ing the Extent of ber Invention, ſhe looks herſelf to have paid 
= home. Whilſt 1 ſtanding ſedately behind the — &; and 4— 
hending the Fact as contrary to human. Inclinations, as open and 
. avowed Hypocriſ) is to common Senſe, thought the Aſſertion ſo very 
improbable, that it did with me weigh no more towards the impeach? 
ing the Chaſtity of the Woman ſo railed at, than open and avowed 
| Hhpocrify doth to the impeaching a Man's Sincerity. 
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egation- of Chriſtian People: baut however they 
— to ſubmit their Judgments, &c. to the Church; 
and at the ſame time have been told, that Occaſional 
onformity is a very bad thing, and they muſt be 
Gre not to vote for ſuch, for they are Hypocrites. 
J to ſuch who have embraced the Opportunities of 
being thus inſtructed, I am apprebenſive that this 
will not at firſt ſight be digeſted, and therefore I 
all in my next farther explain and exemplify this 
at ter. a 
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| N my laſt f drew a Concluſion, that Occaſional 
Conformity was the neceſſary Reſult of that Doc- 
ine, That we ought for the Peace and Weal of the 
hurch and Nation wherein we live, to ſabmit our 
Practice to the Preſcriptions of ſuch Church, in Mat- 
ers which we do not apprehend eſſentially neceſſary 
o our Salvation: or, which is all one, that in 
diags which we believe indifferent in their own na- 
ure, we ought to comply with what is preſcribed by 
uthority. Now becauſe tho theſe DoQrines have 
en thorowly laid down, and frequently inculcated 
s a neceſſary Duty, and yet the putting them in 
practice hath been repreſented as the moſt odious 
din; for the ſake of ſuch as through an exceſſive In- 
lination to comply with theſe Poctrines, and for 
rant of thorowly underſtanding them, or it may 
e for want of Leiſure to conſider them, have there- 
Wy been unhappily expos'd to be catch'd in the wily 
ecceits of deligning Men, who always lie in wait to 
ake what booty they can to their Party, and bave 
ken theſe opportunities to make uſe of the Belief 
they 
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ters in a yet fuller light: and I hope thoſe to whom 


Conformiſt from another quarter, and ſee what Hy- 


(14) 
they found in ſuch Men, that they: ought to ſubmit 
to thoſe who are inveſted with Eocleſiaſtical Autho- 
rity to inform them For the ſake of ſuch-who 
have been fo beguiled, as to become Occaſional Con- 
formiſts to the groſs Abſurdity of profeſſing to be- 
lieve Doctrines, and yet condemning the moſt ob- 
vious Practice deducible from thoſe Doctrines; I muſt 
beg leave to inlarge, and endeavour to ſet theſe mat - 


at firſt ſight what hath been here laid down will ap- 
pear fully obvious, will for the ſame reaſons excuſe 
what may otherwiſe look like a needleſs Prolixity. 

Let us therefore take a View of our Occaſional 


pocriſy we can ſpy in him from thence. 
Is it improbable that ſome ſhould -concur in (thoſe 
Sentiments, (of ſubmitting their PraQice in indiffe- 
rent Matters) which is univerſally taught as a neceſſa- 
ry Duty, by the Divines of the Church of England; 
and which hath not only beea allow'd, but by their 
own Example encouraged, by the moſt eminent a- 
mongſt the Presby teriaas ; who to induce them there- 
to, could have no proſpect of any Place of Truſt 
or Profit, and yet practis'd Occaſional Conformity, 
as apprehending it a Chriſtian Duty; which as a 
Badge of their being Members of the Catholick 
Church, they were obliged to put on, by communi- 
cating with every ſound Branch thereof, as they hadi 
opportunity, or as occaſion required? And ſo far | 
apprehend our Church concurs with this Notion, that han 
they do not hold the Church of England to be the 
whole Catholick Church, and conſequently ſome 0 
ther parts of the Reformed Charch muſt be parts 
of the Catholick Church: and if we profeſs then: 
Communion of Saints, or Communion with the Ca 
tholick Church, which is all one, and believe we 
are not to cut our ſelves off from Communion with 
any Branch thereof, which is ſound in its Fundamen 
tals ; ſuch Belief muſt oblige us to ſuch Coho 4 
m 


Ahr, 
Communion, or at leaſt to a charitable 


hereto; as occaſion ſhall requirmmee.. | 
o Bat if any ſhall object hereto, that every part of 
ue Catholick Churchi muſt be Epiſcopal, and deſcribe 
e- hat is intended-byithe primitive Uſe of, that word, 
Ind what ſort of Biſhops they are to be, that muſt be 
i Wet over ſuch! part of the Catholick Church; theſe 
t- Watters have been debated, but as they are hot fully 
m Wetermin'd, it is foreign; to my purpoſe to enter 


ito them: for ſhould our Occaſional Conformiſt err 
1 his -Jadgment about any of theſe Matters, that 
oth not make him ever the more guilty of Hypocri- 
y. My Purpoſe is to conſider whether theſe-Notions 
d not carry a ſufficient Probability, for its being 
mitted, that they may be the Sentiments of ſome. . 
Is it improbable that the Sentiments of ſome, may 
, that the Doctrines taught by the Divines of the 
hurch of England, and encouraged by the Example 
f thoſe they beſt eſteem of the Presbyterians, ought 
d {way their Practice in things they eſteem to be in- 
ferent? And if theſe are- the-Sentiments of our 
caſional Confor miſtg, and it is impoſſible to know 
e contrary, wherein then conſiſts the Hypocriſy, 
which there hath been ſuch a Clamour ? And how 
charitable is it thus to form ſo harſh' a Judgment, 
don Foundations wherein any Certainty is impoſſi- 
2, and the Probability of the , contrary is ſo very 
ong? Can we therefore but conclude, that ſome 
er Cauſe is at the bottom with theſe Cenſurers, 
an a true Zeal for Chriſtian Sincerity ?. . 
| wiſh there were not a much greater Probability, 

at Party-Zeal is the original Foundation of all this 
aillery: for if any Man conſiders his own Obſerva- 
dns, let him then determine whether he hath found 
eſe Men ſo very zealous againſt thoſe, who by a too 
ible and openly ſcandalous Converſation, and it 
ay be ſcoffing at and making a jeſt of the moſt 
tous Offices of Religion, yet qualifying them- 

ves to hold a Place; whether theſe Men have fre- 


quently 


| (16) 
quently been the Subject that hath excited this pre. 
tended Zeal for Chriſtian Sincerity to exert it ſeif in 
fach ſharp Reproofs.. Oo 
Hath it not rather, if theſe Perſons have been of M 
thoſe they call for the Church, that is, if they have 
embraced the intereſt of that Fiftion, which hath 
been fo pernicious to the Weal of both Church and 
State, and which theſe Men have pleasd to gite 
the Nickname of Church to; have not ſuch, I ſay, 
from theſe Zealots got rather the Character of Or- 
.. than Spots and Blemiſhes, to that Holy 
With what face chen can theſe Men (if they would 
_— ſet up a Cry againſt ſober Chriſtians, becauſe 
for the ſake of the Peace of the Church, or it ma 
be for that which they verily believe for the Good of 
their Country, by keeping Men out of Offices wh 
they apprehend will do hurt in them; or it may b 
for the ſake of qualifying themſelves, to make an 
honeſt Advantage to themſelves and Families: if ſuch 
Men, for all or any of theſe Reaſons, ſubmit in ſucl 
Things, which no diſcerning Chyiſtian (if he conſide 
aright) can — eſſential or neceſſary to Sal 
vation? And ſhall he for ſuch Actions be juſtly ſat 
jected to the Raillery of theſe forious Zealots ? 
And if their Votaries, after they have conlider' 
thefe Reaſons, can ſtill approve of it as a juſt Repro 
againſt Hypocrify, ariſing from their Zeal for Chris 
tian Sincerity; it muſt be very ſtrange and ſhockin 
to any that can ſedately think. 
For it will not at all help the caſe, or juſtify theſ 
Cenſurers, to ſay that they are worldly Advantage 
which encourage to this Compliance, and not tl 
Duty of ſubmitting for the Peace of the Church: ft 
when there are Inducements both from Duty and A 
vantage, who can determine which hath the greatef el 
ſway in the Man's Mind? Or would they argus 
thus: Becauſe a Man makes an advantage by dou 


(517)) 
e, en Action which: is bis Duty, therefore that Action 
in ceaſes to be Duty, and becomes Hypocriſy: ii 
it ais the undeubted Duty of a Clergyman (that 
of hatb taken upon him that holy Office) to preach the 
Goſpel; but therefote to argue, that becauſe he hath 
2 Benefice to encourage him to preach it, he is there- 
nd fore-an Hypocrite, would be thought (as well it 


might) very wicked and cenſorious. N 

/?Tis the Duty of a private Chriſtian to promote 
the Peace of the Church, and Good of the Nation 
where he lives, and rather than not do it, to- forge 
the acting by his own: Opinion in ſuch things as 
ud believes doubtful or indifferent; but therefore to ar- 
ue eue, becadſe he bath an Office: to encourage him in 
the doing it, that that makes him a Hypocrite,. is un- 
juſt : Or can he be therefore eſteem'd or call'd ſuch, 
without the ſame Cenſoriouſneſs; by the ſame Parity 
of Reaſon, as in tbe Caſe before mention d? 

Let therefore theſe Cenſurers turn their Topicks to 
uch their own Caſe, and conſider bow they have obſerv'd 
the Rule of him whom in a particular manner they 
dught to be Followers of; that is, To de as they would 
he done unto. | | oo 
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Concluded my laſt Paper with a Requeſt to theſe 
Cenſurers, to turn their Topicks to their o.] n 
aſe, and try what Encouragement they will find 
rom thence, to proceed with that Harſhneſs: and to 
| . forward therein, and that they may want 
no Motive I can give them, to bring them to a more 
hriſtian Temper for the future, I would likewiſe 
delire them to conſider the following Caſes. 5 
| D | 
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tors they 


eſteem'd the moſt injurious 
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ture, before he had undertaken to teach the * 
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d | 
B50 ndt many of the ſo expreſs theiiiſti vm 
in their Serthons, that to a preat-part af their Abdi; 

ſeem td differ” from the 'Bipreſſions of the 
Church in ſome of the Articles, to which by theit 
Aſſent and Conſtut, r. they ſeem to be more fully 
bound to edhcur than Lay-Communicants? Aud yet 
I cat but think fit would (and very juſtly too) be 
ocharitabl to con» 
elsde tem Hypocrites in their conforming to the 
Church, becauſe they may expreſs their Sentiments of 
Fine things in a different manner to what the Church 
bath Expreſs'd her Sentimeats in the Articles, tho 
they have given their folema Aſſent and Conſent 
thereto : for different Mea may have different No- 
rions of the ſame Expreſſions; and therefore for any 
Man to meaſure another” Man's Notions by his own, 
und preſently tonclude him a Hypocrite if they do | 


not fit exaQly; is neither like a Chriſtian nor a Man 
S tr 
cloſer to theſe particular 
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But to bring a Caſe yet 
Cedſurers : Suppoſe one of them ſhould in a publick 
Auditory affirm or infinoate to his Heaters,” as a 
thing to be taken for granted, that what is now vub 
rly call'd Occaſional Conformity is groſs Hypocri- 


A, and then pronounce Damnation thereon ; or think | 
it ſüfficient ro expoſe ſich a Perſon, by vehemently Wi 


iuveighiag againſt the Sin of Hypocriſy : and ſhould} 
thereby carry his Point, by raiſing a violent Averſion 
in the moſt vulgar and untbinking of his Atditory 
againſt the Perſôh de hath 10 tetintared; ' © /- 
And ſuppoſe there ſhould be ſome of the Congre- 
gation that can diſtinguiſh, and have not ThUlr 
Thoughts precipitated. by Party-Zeal, and thetefote! 
mould turn their Reflections on ſuch a Sermon thus, 
viz. Either this Preacher is able to diſtinguiſh the 
true Notion of Hypocriſy,,or he is not ; if be 4 
not, it had been well that he had been inform'd of 
the true Idea of what is ſo often expreſt'd in Scrip- 
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other Inconveniencies to enſut) i B HId vabrer 


of Implicit Faith and iufallibility; and! thereby pro- 


Drudgery they put on them 
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Popiſn Succeſſor, and a French Lady the chief Fa- 
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eye that both in the Church of Exęiand, and in other 
parties of Proteſtants, thete are — — 
it it were in their power, without e proſpect of 


ſome Mode or Circumſtance therein: aud von ſeij tent 
'ly by theſe Mexims of iacurring Hy pocti ſy by com- 
plying with what: (they believe bnòt leſſentinh) may 
differ from their Opinions itheyn maſt? form cal new 
Se, -or be of no Church! So thatitbeſe Notions, 
which for the promoting Party- lutereſt are ſo in- 
conſtderately eq rn in'theirconſequenceide- 
ſtroy all Churches, what ſtund upon the Notion 


hibit their Members from thinking} at all of au Mat- 
ters appointed by the Ecæleſtaſticks, who haue aſ- 
ſumed ſuch Authority. So that t is hereby pretty 
viſible to diſcern, to he lntereſt of what Church only 
theſe. Nations tend; and therefore it js no remote 
Suppoſition, that the jeſuits are the Inventors and 
underhand Promoters. thereof. And with what pleas 
ſing Contempt muſt theſe Men of Reach and Foreſight 
look upon our poor High- Church, when they ſee 
them with ſuch eagerneſs take every Bait they lay 
for them? Nay, they are come to ſuch: an Aſſurante 
in their Dealings with them, that they think it a 
+ needleſs Labour to give them any plauũble Pretencef 
of a- Probability of Krving themſelves, by all th 


Indeed in King Charles the Secbnd's time; When 


vourite of the King, had the Diſpoſition of moſt of 
the beſt Preferments of the Church, there were ſome 
viſible Eocouragements to make theſe Notions catch- 
ing; for then they ſeem'd to work for themſelves in 
Poſleſſion, and the Jeſuits only in Reverſion. But if 


2 


High-Church part of the Church of Englande. 
74 BN | they 
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they would but look back to the Nimes immediat 
ug them} and conſidet that asſodn us the Je 
Rica addr to the Head of out Affairs, 'how't 
uſechtheſe their Friends that had hetp'd them i- d 
how fore they thought they” bad Them, by tho No- 
tion they had taught them: Their Cort was then 
nade to another Set of Men, whom they had hot be- 
fore had ſo great an Influence upon, bat might von- 
ive? hopes that by the i Uſage they had induced 
he High. Church to treat tem q ich, they might ins 
dace ſome: of theth to join wiki ithe Tarereſt, of Po- 
pery, that they might thereby „ 
plellore of Retalistig. And how far they might 
av ſuoceeded, in thus daſhing the Proteſtant lutet᷑eſt 
pne againſt the other, like tWo pitchers, to dhe ge- 
troctlon of them both, had not the Happy Revole- 
ion inter pos d; 1 Will not pretend to derermine: 
But it ſeems obvious, and if out High- Church would 
de brought to conſider, one would thiak it ſuduld be 
too them, that by che 'Papiſts' dropping them, 
 hilſt they had the full Aſcendant: in the ſnort Reign 
df King James II. and their dropping all the No- 
ions which the Papiſts had taught them, tilbahe Re- 
olution had taken effect: if they would 'rightly con- 
der theſe things, it ſeems highly improbable, that 
ever Popery ſhould prevail, by their aſſiſtance, that 
ey could rationally expect better quarter than their 
eighbours. For the ſeſuits are too diſcerniog Men, 
b truſt thoſe who through Weakneſs, or Peeviſhneſs 
thoſe in the ſame Intereſt with themſelves, have 
—. 1 ow latereſt into their hands; and 
rough Fear had quitted the Notions they bhadjraught 
hem, at a d el their Neeber ces d the 
reatelt Service from their acting purſuant to them. 
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And tho in the Reign of King Charles H. they 
ere from politick Reaſons obliged, to encourage the 
igh-Church's baving the poſſeſſion of the Prefer- 
„i the <27s 3: yet no ſooner. did thoſe Reaſons ceaſe, but 
i {Mey were tearing them out of, their hands: and if 

0h, they 


in'd, It 


e eg 
tives »Charch, as to r awn 

latereſt, bop bad once the actual Poſſeſſion for 
an Inducement, yet under the preſent. Situation off 
Aſſairs, their Hopes of that are very near as abſurd, 
as the Means and Notions they make uſe of to * 
mote them. | 
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Have in my foregoing Papers on this Subject en. 
dea vour'd to make out, that what is now 2 
y calVd Occaſional Conformity, doth not juſtly bris 
the Practiſers thereof under thoſe Cenſures of Hype 


criſ 7. with which ſome with Party- Views have jade 
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(24) 
our iCavie; and how our Friends oh t?other fidezof 
the Water will look on our for a Bill under 
that Title, muſt he conſiderd ei for you; R%, the 
vyau and Ido at preſent profeſs that Religion, yet to 
offer at uny Securities for it, bath not been thou 
adridable 2101 figeld woo 30T  2ms 15 d1iw yi 
H. C. Sir, if you» were pleas di to obſerve, did 
not recommend it (as at may poſſibly by ſome he 
eſterm' d) as a Freſervative to the Proteſtant Reli 
gion; but what I recommended was, that by a Turn 
which we might give it, it might be of ſervice toſour 
Cauſe. And as to our Friends on the other fide; of 
the Water, you may aſſure your ſelf that they will 
approve on't in general; for you know they; very 
well approv'd of a certain Sermon. at St. Pans, tho 
in it were ſix Lines againſt Popery. And tho they 
may not like the Title of the Bill, nor ſome thing 
that mnſt be inſerted, to make it paſs, yet fer th 
ſake of the Uſe: which may be made of it by the help 
of that Turn 1 mention'd, they are content with 
that. For what I now propoſe, is approw'd of h 
our Friends you mention; but that is not proper t. 
be mention'd to any, tho never ſo Well-wiſhers ti 
us in general, unleſs» they have receiv'd Abſolutio 
from their Oaths. For tho 1 am intirely ſatisfy? 
that many of them do as little regard them, and ar 
as hearty in our Intereſt, and as eaſily led to promot 
it, as we our ſelves; yet they not conſidering ſo wel 
as to get rid of their Oaths in the beſt manner ti 
can, they may poſſibly one time or other make thet 
ſtart: therefore it is not proper to let them in 
all at once. But not to go from the buſineſs, the 
People may be very uſeful to our preſent Purpoſe. 
F. A. Doctor, 1 apprehend that if we call in a 
join with thoſe whom we have alarm'd — — 
Church, we can paſs it under the colour of a Ser vic 
to that; but what ſervice it will do us, doth not 
readily appear to me: therefore as to that I muſt d 
ſire yon farther to explain your ſelf. 
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ou how that matter ore: 


1 iu t 1 mg e 4 VR 
againſt 99570 ho halt oy ene to <a why, 


two Rep fons it Hypoer to commend this i gill As 4 
ut $4.4 1 AUJ!!] 
kd x 74 did, ina means to 
u U that podle Tor all Laws E 
ARA on Facts, but Hy ypocrify is in the Mind, #- 
gainſt which no Evidence can be fix'd ; therefore 2 


E Hcaſe N N 2350 at any on, that ſhould'offer « 


e Sr, you 
1* you Ffarder thing me: I ap 
an * 1 ainſt Hypotrify, and am oy 
| 25 there can't; for if WY A could, the Whigs 
fould. be applyit 11 to our taki ing c there- 
vre 1 do not delire any ſuch Claufe. But whilſt the 
Aris paſſing, we ate to ive it that Tutu; by ſome- 
ies calling it à Bill againſt! Occaſional Conformity, 
iQ ſometimes 4 Bill to prevent Hypocrify: he 
his way, when we. have thus fix'd the Cr 
h; 95 our People believe, that Occafional ulormity 
Hypoctiſy are al one. And then for a queint 
C ane Fellow to putt the Pulpit, and givt two or 
tee ſquinting Refteaivns on Occaſional Conformity, 
1d then pay off H i; by this Turn ft will be 
ſervice to us in the Corpotations: for there are a 
t of Men, Who call themſelves Catholick Pro- 
Bl who thereby and theit other Mans ment, 
4 Popularity in 7 Corporarioas 3 but this Turn of 
ypocriſy on them, may very probably leſſen their 


„ Wreteſt, which 1 am ſure you'll agree will be a 
u Or vice to our Cauſe, for they have always been 1805 
19 ppoſers of our Deſi as. 
— AH. I agree with yon, ' Door, that any thing 


lefſen thoſe Fellows Intereſts in Corporations, 

buld be of very great ſervice to us; but then con- 

ler if they . in conforming oceaſional- 
E. f 6 
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I, the me Hypoctiſy will 1 to way ng 
conſtantiy: and then when 755 

cadeavouring to preveat the ypocriſy? , * 
them continue F and be damn'd, if veer 
Bere to our mer by reforming: them. 

Hy: Q\8it,.L rhaped bed you knew, me becter,. 
to think 1 give you this trouble about ſuch Winch 
Conyerſion: no, ſo far from that, our Intention is, 
to keep them quite out of the Church if we can. 
But,if you take the matter richt, 1 it may in two ways 
be ſeryiceable. to our Cauſe. 

1 If they are, ſo, Riff to their 1 of being 
Catholick Proteſtants, that they. will ſometimes go £0 
Meetings, we carry our; Point intirely, and by, this 
Bill get rid of them; and in this we have g d ho 
of the Alliſtance, of their own T — . * they 
love to keep their Sheep together for the the 
Fleece, as well as we: and if we can get rid of heſe, 
* will be of great. ſervice, to us; for many times we 
rk a Friend/of ours in a Corparati Ir purely be. 
| 8 another can't be found that will ſtand agalc j 
him. 
2. Tho they are not all ſo ſtiff, but ſome of then 
ſhould comply, we may hereby defeat their Popula 
rity 7 by foading the Peoples Minds with the Notioi 
8 pocriſy; which by Converſation 3 Tha 
her and a Fetch or two that way now and | 
from the Pulpit, and then thorowly inveighing againlj 
Hypocriſy, we may certainly do with a great many 
at leaſt with our High-Church Cullies ; and they tel 
as well in a Pole, as the moſt diſcerning Man in thi 
Pariſh. | 
However, we ſhall hereby more effeQually mak 
two Churches of ours and the Presbyterians, whi 
theſe Catholick Proteſtants (as they call themſelye 
pretend to make but two Parts, of the Catholic 
Church. And it muſt be allow'd, as it hath alway 
been the Jadgment of our moſt polite Friends, th; 
inlarging the Diviſion in the Proteſtant Church, 2 A 


t 27 ) 5 
the ſeveral” Parts of it more ſeparate and 
— was always to the Intereſt of their Cauſe, 

and conf vently | uſt be the ſame to ours at this 
juncture of Aﬀeairs. © 
F. M. Ah now, Door, you come to the point; 
and by theſe Turns, as you call them, no doubt it 
may be of conſiderable ſervice to our Cauſe, tho 
without them 1 ſee no great matter in the Bill. 
H. C. Sir, you may depend on't, it's for the fake 
of theſe Turns only that we are ſo fond of it; and 
theſe were contrived by hearty Well-wiſhers to our 
Cauſe, who are generally eſteem'd the cunningeſt Men 


n E 
5 7 I am ſatisfy'd it may hereby be made of 
great ſervice to us, and therefore you may depend 
Won't, 1 will promote it what I can. 

H. C. lam glad, Sir, we concur fo intirely in our 
udgment. I muſt now wait on ſome other Members, 
on the ſame occaſion; but to ſome of them 1 mut 
ary my Topicks, and talk of nothing, bat for the 
ake of the Church. 

F. M. Lou are a Maſter at that, Doctor, and Iwiſh 
you good ſucceſs. 


LExir Doftor. 
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N N my laſt Paper I made an Eſſay to reconcile ſome 
Mens Protea of Zeal for thoſe Laws, the com- 
a with which they have as zealouſly cenſured; 
now endeavour to ſhew, by what very diffe- 

ent Views the Promoters of the firſt Law to oblige 
=. religiqus Qualifications for - Offices, were therein 


3 K 2 The 


. to. favour, the, 
0 2255 vitbly 1 950 he 5 75 

heriog to the Intereſt of a Popiſh {end dre. h 
this was thought the moſt effectual eam that could 
he then obtaig'd, to keep Papiſts en 8 wh 
to which if "the were not p | 
King's wn laclingtions, they could 7 bite e's bis 

roth bret 3 Which, Joid' d. by. eh French Ia 
dy' 51. ets] was then chief Favourite to the King, 4 
would have been hardly probable. to. bave; ex 
much ſucceſs from the modeſt Counter-Applicationy 
that might have been made by any of the Proteſtant 
Miniſtry : : for th heir r che kel. an extraordinary Zeal 
againſt Pa piſts, was not the likelieſt way at that time 
Th cultivate and improve 5 Intereſt at Caurt. 

110 1 things ſtanding in this Situation, it, muſt 


I ch * wonderful Reach in Politicks, to bring 
— ai 


— 


ill at Wh JunRure ; and the Shew therein 
= Separatiſts s, made it pals the glibþer. with 

ye High: Church, thro their then warm Zeal again 
em, tho they were equally zealous for the Intereſt of 
a Po iſh. Succeſſor. But thoſe Heads that contrived 
this Bill could eafily foreſee, that this would not de- 
prive the Proteſtant lotereſt of the Service: of moſt 
of. the Etceshyteriaut , their Leaders. generally recam- 
mended Proteſtant Catholick Communion, and the 
People's general Practice being to go both to Church 
and Meetings; and they were then _hy far moſt 
numerus of the Prbteſtaur Diſender thatheit Num 
bers are at this time much leſſen'd, by ſuch Confor 

mity of the Fathers becoming intire Conformity 

hildren. This 1 apprehend was obvious to t 8 
11 Promoters of that Law; for 1 can't conceiyt 
that to thoſe Who viſibly had ſo far a Reach it 
Politicks, as to apply the Zeal of thoſe who the 
ſhew*d themſelves o much in the lotereſt of a.Papili 
Succeſſor, towards the Support of the general lod 
tere! 
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oſt of the Frotaſtans Canſe; to ſuch I cat con- 
dei ve that that trite. and true Maxim ſhould he; want 
ag, That the more Frignds then have in Offices 
which are undguhtediy true to their latereſt in ge- 
eral) the better their Intereſt is ſupported : for eve» 
3 one in Office may be capable; at, ſome Juncture or 
ILUCT 4 1 Bk doing ſome Service to the latereft they 
Wife, ar Dillervice to that they di ſaſſoct. Therefore 
beir View in this Bill being chiefly. to ſupport the 
roteſtant Intereſt in general, they could not be ſap» 
pos'd at that time to intend to cut off any Auxiliaries 
> that Intereſt, where there was; any probability 
hat ſuch Auxiliaries could be brought in to give ſuch 
fiſtance,, without weakning the main Body. Fbere- 
ore theſe Matters conſider'd, the Promoters of this 
a carry'd their Schemes as far, for the Support of 
he Proteſtant latereſt in general, as the Circum- 
ances of Affairs would then admit of; and it was 
pund in the Sacceſs; that where there was not a 
hurchman ready, that did not intirely give up the 
roteſtant Cauſe, by declaring for the Intereſt of the 
dpiſh;Succeſſor,, hen ſuch a Churchman was not ta 
> fopnd to ſupply a Place in a Corporation, a Preſ- 
yterian by this A& was not prevented in leading his 
ſſiſtance. And thereby tho the Papiſts were uni- 
rally: defeated, little or no Aſſiſtance from the 
oteſtant Diſſenters was loſt: for it was then very 
adiciouſly thought, that Popery was a Match ſuffi- 
ent, and not ſo contemptible an Enemy, that any 
Vids, Whoſe Sincerity to the general Intereſt was un- 
oubted,, ſhould.be ſligbted, and their Service refuſed, 
nd tho (God be praiſed) we have at preſent a much 
ter Proſpect, of the Proteſtant Intereſt in theſe 
ations being ſecured, than we had in (thoſe days 
t the Popiſh Emiſſaries do not ſeem to baye lai 
owa their Applications to diſturb our Peace, whea 
ay. opportunity, offers. Therefore tho the uniting 
| e Strength of the hroteſtaut Intereſt may not be 
la abſolutely neceſſary now, as then; yet the Regba: 
= - ility 
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bility of effecting it, is much ſtronger, and the'Means 
eaſier to be come at: and that'which is neceſſary to 
be done at all times, is fitteſt to be done then, when 
it can be done with the greateſt Eaſe and molt 'Se- 
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But I maſt proceed to the different Reaſons, which 
the Contrivers of this Law had, of its taking effect 
to keep out Papiſts; to what the High-Church palm'd 
on the People, under the pretence of Reaſons for the 
latter Laws of this nature: which Reaſons tended 
to the defeating the Proteſtant Intereſt of thoſe Aids, 
which might have then been of uſe towards its Sup- 
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Ne it is very viſible, that the Promoters of this 
Law to keep out Papiſts, did not found their Rea- 
ſon, that the Papiſts would not comply for fear of 
incurring the Cenſure of Hypocriſy ; that would have 
been too trifling a Foundation to have diverted them 
from the Intereſt of their Church: for it's well 
known, that the promoting the Intereſt of the 
Church, with them is held ſufficient to atone' for 
actual Immoralities of the higheſt nature; ſo that in 
{ach caſe they would not have ſtack at the Cenſure 
of Hypocriſy. But long before this Law was made, 
the Pope finding that by Occaſional Conformity he 
was like to loſe Proſelytes, prohibited ſuch Confor- 
mity : So that thereby they did renounce the Pope” 
Authority, by doing an Overt Act which he had pro- 
hibited; whereby this Law became a ſufficient” Bar in 
general to keep out  Papiſts, and anſwer'd the In- 
tent of the Promoters thereof. So that when w 
had a Popiſh King on the Throne, he could not bring 
his Creatures into Office, without the downright Dif 

nſing with that Law; his doing of which, was u. 
mall help to the delivering this Nation from him 
and conſequently from the introducing that Poper) 
and Slavery, which at that time all Proteſtants ſeem 
to concur in their Opinions, that they were in the 
utmoſt danger of. And as herein this Law 9 


U3:N 

ie Proteſtant Intereſt. in general, ſo it was of ſervice 
o our Eſtabliſh'd Church, by being a help in bringing 
zreat numbers into ĩt. Whereas the Reaſons which the 
Aigh- Church have aſſign'd for the latter Laws of this 
nature, muſt neceſſarily prevent Converts from com- 
ag thereto: for it is not probable, that Men ſhould 
t once quit the Congregations they have been uſed 

f they are thereby to be expoy'd. to the Cenſure 
ypocriſy, with thoſe they go to, and are obliged 
ever to return to their own Congregations again, 
at: by being the one and the other interchangeably 
y; may ia a little time be brought intirely off 
om ſuch Sentiments, which their Education may 
ive them a biaſs to: and we can't ſuppoſe but that 
maſt be at leaſt for the Political Intereſt of every 
durch (y fair means! convincing them, to be ſin- 
ere and hearty therein) to bring as many over to it 
s may be. The zealoes Aſſiduity of the Papiſts * 
nake Converts, fully evinceth that they appreben 
be Intereſt; of theix,; Church conſiſts much in the 
umher of its Members: and how then can thoſe 
len be thought malt tor the latereſt. of the Eſta - 
lim di Church of Exgland, whoſe, . Topichs 
iſibly tend to keep/Gonverts out of the Church? 
543: b 1 f 5310 579% woe. 101510 
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Have in my laſt egdeayour'd to ſhew the different 
Views the , Promoters of the firſt Law (that jn- 
roduced Religious Qualifications for ſecular Employ- 
ents) bad, to what is alledg'd by the Zealots for 
e latter Laws of that nature: But becauſe there are 
ome, who equally diſapprove of all Laws of this 
ort, I think it will not be improper to make ſome 
; . 


| ( 3 T0 )) | 
Defence, relarin to the Sentiments of ſuch, for 
cho&'Putriots'6f the Catholick \Proteſtutit Tarereſt; 


wd introduced this firſt Law for" its Support, at 4 
_ tithe of its uri} Dunger, Hogs rie'then fache e 
a Pepi Sacceſſor. av \ {9,070 WHOM „ou! 


b [For tho it vis at that time, aud ſtifl is che 
ment of ſuch Mem that chis Law did extend it {elf 
too fur, on Matters facred in Divinity, by making 
the moſt ſerious Performances of Religion 4 'Qualifi: 
cation to ſecular Poſts; yet the Men of that Opinion 
ought o have all the fuveutable Sentiments that rha 
be, of 'the Promoters of 4 Law, that was deſign 
and in its ſuccels has anſwer'd-that Intent, of ou Fl 
a viibie Means towards the grea Hen le rt ae 
neral Proteſtant Intereſt” In xhieſt oma“ 
doubt not but they will at leaſt admit, in their f 
vout, the Excuſe which was wied to David; 
in the « quality of a Soldier hel ent the Sbew- Brent 
Cc. For whatever good Reæaſous ſome way hhve 5 
fach their Opinions; that Matters of Rel reed eſy 
cially the moſt ſerious Offices: „ R 
introduced into ſecular Aſſuits, for fear of of 20 
Men thereto upon wrong Intentions ; | nay, tho: 
be intirely aſlo wd a aud wholeſome Maxim l 
Divinity: yet upon ſome Urgency of Affairs, the 
way be admittance to "break; throngh- 
good in general, when they may be diſpens'd wit 
withant a direct Neceſſity of Evil to enſue. Ant 
- — deny, but that the _— with thi 
ſometims be che Occaſioh pf doe beet 
— ons running A on What they ough 
not * ge — without a premiſed Seriouſneſs 
yet that muſt be allow'd to be ſuch a Fault, as mig 
have been avoided, and yet that Law con ty wit] 
Therefore this Law not neceſſarily introducit# ſuc 
a Fanlt, tho there ſhould ſome ſach accidenri] oy 
carriages be occaſion'd, by an inconſiderate Com 
pliance with this Law; yet the Good which was vi 
iI intended by it, and which thy Froſpect * 
Ime 


imes'made ſo neceſſaty for the Preſervation of the 
rofeſbli Intereſt in general, ought to be pleaded 
bar to the imputing the Blame of ſuch Miſear- 
ages, which may ſo accidentally be occaſion'd by 
at Law to the Promoters thereof. And if, after 
I this, ſome Men will not yet allow them to be good 
aſuiſts in Divinity, I thick they cannot deny their 
ine d Politictans for the Proteſtant Intereſt in 
netal*: for however Times and Seaſons may alter 
e Neceſſity for Laws, yet the Contrivers of this 
ſt Law on the Occafions that then were, muſt be 
low'd to have the Proteſtant Intereſt much more 
xcerely in their view, than thoſe who have given 
h miſrepreſenting Reaſons for the latter Laws of 
e lame nature. | pets 
And whenſoever it ſhall appear to our Legiſlature, 
ho are undoubtedly the only fit Judges of ſuch: 
atters) that the Neceſſity for a Law is determin'd, 
d ſome Inconveniencies which that Neceſſity made 
uifite'to be borne ſtill remain; then is the proper 
ie to remove ſuch Inconveniencies: and till then it 
he Duty of every private Perſon, to be thankful 
t thoſe Iaconveniencies are not the direct Copſe- 
znce of the Law; and by their due Care and Cau- 
n premiſed, to the Compliance with the Law, 
did thoſe Faults, which otherwiſe their imputing 
be occaſion'd by the Law, will not be a juſt Excuſe 
their committing. 
Bat in the mean time it is my Intent, not ſo much 
concern my ſelf with this ſort of heedleſs Com- 
ers with this firſt Law; 1 hope thoſe whoſe buſi- 
sit is, will uſe all the proper means which the 
hath left them, to give due Cautions in this 
tter. What I intend chiefly by theſe Sheets, is 0 
ſuade ſerious Proteſtants to become more Citho- 
in their Sentiments, and not to be defeated of 
ug Auxiliaries to the general Proteſtant 1ntereſt, 
the Devices of thoſe whoſe Schemes, ever ſince 
were pleasꝰd to make —— a ſeparate Party 
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ofeſs and act in Matters of R gen parſe pur 1 
- Sentiments of their own Minds, 
' fider'd, thoſe Sentiments by the err they e 51 


. ters of Religion, accordi 
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in our « Ghorck, have tended co dee hat late 


904. ig: order thereto, have conſta ee 


eprive it of that Aff Tac l 


ters, which at many 44 bah 5 5 


t ſervice to it. 

Practice of this L be to abandont 
ſiſtance, ſo they woul ua aſc noſe 
bliſh* rch to do the Gime, 
be render d leſs defenſible aga 
Profeſhon even of the Aren Ka 
Religion, differs much more fram 
the.moſt remote Sed of Prune dr 
Far if they are Proteſtants, it is ab 
thereto: (as | ſhall by and by more 
they e in this Eſſential, That Ma 
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which all Proteſtants are generally. agreed in, tp {| 
the Guidance of the Scrirare; a9. bay have nat hear: 

of any, Sect of Proteſtants, that profeſſedly deny th 
to be a, reaſonable- and truly. Chriſtian 7 . 
Wbereas the Papiſts debar Mankind of ſuch 
their own Sentimentę, which in man; caſes, alters x 1 
very Diſtinction of Virtue and Vice, as to ſuch Actior 
on which they are not » employ their Sentiment; 
and conſequently. is by far a 1 Difference tha 
can be between any Sect of Proteſtants, mo. alle 
the before-mentiog'd Eſſential to all, Religions, that 
can be fit for a Rational Creature to profeſs. 
And yet it muſt be allow'd, that this Admittaug 
that it is the Duty of all. to profeſs and, act in Mat 
o the 0 1 10 
their own, Minds, as it oppo db ak Gorrcgn 18 in N 

ters af Religion, fo, it may eee 

Diffrcace in many things to be proteſ; — — 
therein: but there 1s, no U = oh © is 
rences to break the true, Unity of dl Prote 
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Vaity- of Chriſtiaa Love and Charitable Affee- 
tim f which the Scripture calls the Unity of the 
pov Garber: hd of Peace; and which our Church 
moſNfervently recommends; by grafting it into her 

publick-Devotion. oO x 
And I believe it will appear to all ſedate Perſbns, 
that nothing hath made à greater Breach in this 
true Voity of the Church, than through Party-Zeal 
aſſereing, and byerfondly and rigidly affecting a Ne- 
ceſlity for the Unity of Form, and by coercive means 

endeavouring to enforce it on all. 

And when by the Wifdom of the Legiſlature thoſe 
Meais have been put out of their. power, then by 
crafry Mandgement and Party-Raillery they inculcate 
on the People a Bellef, that All who ſet up any other 
Forms, are intireih of another Church. And thus 
veethronilly dividing the Unity of the Affections of 
the Catholitk' Proteſtant Churth from each other 
hath been the moſt mifchierous Schiſtn that hath be- 
fallen it; whether you conſider it as to its Political 
Imereſ in general, te defend it Rom the Afljults of 
Popery, or as to its ſpiritaal Intereſts in the Edifica- 
fiof of its Members to Salvation: the Unity of Af- 
fections, under the Bond of true Chriſtian Charity, 
being very materhllj nece both thoſe Pur- 
poſes.” And would all Proteſtants admit of and keep 
to that Maxim, that it is the undoubted Duty of all 
Men: to profeſs and act in Matters of Religion, ac- 
cording to the Sentiments of their own Minds, in- 
form'd- by the beſt Light they have; which, as I 
ſhall ſhew, is the neceſſary Reſult of their being Pro- 
teſtants; and endravour by true Chriſtian Love and 
Catholick Charity to follow after the Unity of the Spi- 
rit inthe Band of Peace: theſe two Principles bei 
the neceſſary Reſult of each other, if Men would en- 
deavdur to regulate their Doctrines, and govern their 
Actions by them, we might then hope to fee thoſe 
Feugs and Anjmofities, which are rais d for the pro- 
the diſſerent lutereſts of ſelf.dehguing 1d 
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(and with which they endeavour to perplex the ret 


the Peace and Quiet of the Church of England to in- 
creaſe; and being thus united in Catholick Chriſtian 


(36) | 


of Mankind) come to an end. And.;conſequenth 
we ſhould find the Glory and Honor, as well as 


Affection with the hole Proteſtant Church, Would 
be eſteem'd as at the head of that latereſt: and) the 
Peace and Security of theſe Nations, both in Church 5 
and State, would be thereby much better eſtabliſtid, 
by removing the trut Cauſe of our Animaſities 3; the +4 
fomenting and increaſing of which, as it hath been 
the conſtant Practice, ſo. it bath been the moſt ſuc- I 7 
ceſsful Means, which our open Enemies, and thoſk ec 
falſe Brethren of our -own Communion who have been 

the conſtant Abettoxs of their latereſt, have made 
uſe of, for-the reralening. and in our Affections di-tt 
viding, and conſequently weakning, the ' Eſtabliſhy 


L | | | 1 I | 
ment of our Church and Nation in particular, and 7 
the Catholick Proteſtant Intereſt in general. e 


The Occaſional Courant. 


N my laſt I laid it down as a Maxim that all 
Proteſtants agree in, That Mankind ought to 
profeſs and act in Matters of Religion by the Senti- 
ments of their owa Minds, having duly conſider'd 
thoſe Sentiments by the beſt Light they have: And 
now I am to prove that this Maxim is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to all Proteſtants, viz, They deny and pro- 
teſt againſt the infallible Guidance of the Pope; and 
no body ever yet, as I have heard of, openly and 
profeſſedly ſet up for any other infallible Guidance on 
Earth. Therefore they who proteſt againſt the,only 
infallible Guide, that was ever yet pretended der 
| | et 


( 37 } 


WG: up do other infallible Guide in his ſtead; muſt nb- 
' ceffarily leave Men to the Guidance of their own Sen- 


timents. And as for thoſe Guides which the Pro- 
teſtant Church ſets up, they can only be eſteem'd as 
Helps and Aids to ſet things in a true light, and 
thereby to convince our Minds, and ſo lead our Sen- 
timents to the Truth: But as they make no Preten- 
ſions to an infallible Guidance, they conſequently can- 
not inforce it as a Duty, that without Conviction 
therein Men ought: to depart from their own Senti- 
ments, and profeſs theirs in oppoſition to their own. 
This cannot be inforced as a Duty, ſince there is an 
equal Poſſibility of either of their Sentiments being 
wrong, and every Perſon muſt neceſſarily believe that 
his own Sentiments are right; for if he doth no 
they are not his Sentiments, but only his falſe Pro- 
feſſion of ſuch Sentiments: and for a Man to make 
profeſſion of Sentiments of things, which are not 
eally his Sentiments of thoſe things, is ſo far from 
Duty, that it is direct Hypocriſy, therefore it can» 
ot be enforced as a Duty. Seit 
This is ſo obvious, that when a Set of Men found 
neceſſary for their own temporal latereſts, that 
he People ſhould leave all Pretenſions to the pro- 
ſling and acting by their own Seatiments, and ſub- 
it implicitly to their Directions; it was then found 
bſolutely neceſſary, for the making coherent and ſup- 
orting this ſo uſeful a. Topick to their temporal In- 
reſt, to ſet. up and perſuade the People to profeſs 
id believe in an infallible Guide. And becauſe the 
iſnop of Rome was at the head of thoſe who had 
zeſe Conveniencies to themſelves more in view, 
jan making the World wiſer or better, whom could 
ey place it in but in him? And I take this to be 
e Sum of the Popery we have proteſted againſt : 
pr if a Man's Sentiments are, that he ought to 
ay for the Souls of his Friends departed, or that 
> Bleſſed Virgin Mary is a prime Miniſter in the 
art of Heaven, and his Addreſſes to her, or _ 
0 


(38) ; 
of::the faiats, (departed in their turns) will be of 
axai to him * if be think be oaght to proleſt 
his Belief in Tranſubſtantistiomt tif-a Man is of cheſt 
Seatiments, and doth profeſs'pyrſaznt to themy (his 
doth, not amount to oper ys for Popery- doth! not 
oblige: Men © ta profeſs,: becauſe ſuch Profeſſions are 

purſaant to. the Seritiments! of the Minds of thoſt 
who png them, but rather abligeth to a Profefs 
ſion of theſe, and many other more abſurd and mach 
more: wicked, begauſt mort cruel, inhuman, and 
miſchisvoas Poſitions: ſuch it obligeth tothe Pro. 
feſſion of thoſe: Poſitions, not as their on Sen- 
iments, but rather as a Token of their hdvigg 
tirely given up their Sentiments to the infallible 
idance of the hope, aud his Dependants, which 
they fallly call the Church. Therefore whoever fei: 
up to over rule Mens Profeſſions cuntrary to the gen- 
timents of their, own Minds, ſets up for :Popery; 
and whe ther. it is Rowen: Popery, or of any other 
Country, is not very: material; or whether the ſabs 
mitting to ſuch Popery is to be expreſs d in any of 
the Doctrines above-mention'd, or in ſome which: ate 
more abſurd, as they fall more directly under thi 
Cognizance of our on Underſtandings, dorts nd 
alter the Caſe. Indeed if they proteſt againſt thi 
Infallibility of the Pope of Rome, it is more abſurt 
Popery than his, till they ſhall find out ſome athe 
infallible Guide to head them. Therefore till then 
muſt conclude: that all Proteſtants {who emplay an 
Seatitneats on ' theſe Matters) mutt agree in thi 
Maxim, That Mankind ought: to profeſs. and act 
Matters of Religion by the Sentiments of their « 
Minds, c. Therefore all Sects of Proteſtants ce 
eur ring herein, are far nearer each other, than 2 
Sect of Proteſtants and Papiſts. For if we conſidt 
that Se&, who ſeem to be at the greateſt diſtan 
from our Church, tho they ſhew ſome particular 1 
perſtitious Whims, in diftinguiſhing themſelves | 
their-Habits, and not ſaluting with the Hat, and We. 
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theit Diſconcle uſing the ſecond perſon of the ſin- 
gular: Number, in dur obſolete mannet; and differ: 
with A other Pirts of the Cathdlick Church, by the 
Omiffion of the datwärd Performance of tboſe 
things, Which are by all other: Chriſtians eſtuem d 
ſential 


y to be perform d: yet they agree in this Bo 
'before-mentiba'd, which they very properly 
expreſs bx the Light within. And therefore there 


is ia 0 progortiondo much difftrence between them 


and other Proteſtants; as between any / roteſtaut 
ache ee eee, 5 ibm eee ee 


And yer notwithſtanding; this fuck remoter Di- 
tance herween Proteſtant aud Papiſt; than can be bo- 
tweerr a different Profeſſion af Proteſtants; yet the 
Fa piſts huve not frim hence at any time refuſed the 
Aſſiſta noe of ſuch Proteſtants, as they have; had op- 
portunity to deludetinto uch i ſeaſures as might tend 
to the promoting their Intereſts in general, but have 
been conſtanthy endeavouring: to brig in that Party, 
which they: have furniſt'd with fatable Syſtems for 
Vate chat purpoſe; -as their Auxiliaries againſt the Catho- 

Wick Froteſtant Intereſt. And if -any one ſhould quob- 
zm the” Truth of this Aſſertion, our Hiſtories of 
de laſt Century Will fur aiſh ſufficient Evidence of 
8 by. their conſtant Efforts in the promoting 

hoſe Perſecutions that tended, to increaſe the Ani- 
moſities and widen” the Breatties in the aﬀettions of 
iroteſtants.. But if we only look back within the 
dmpaſs. of our. own. Memory, did not they within 
i ghar time, ta the Coatinuation of theſe their ſo uſe- 

Wul Mezſures to the Cauſe of Popery, add the more 

laring Evidence of their being the main Sticklers 

or the Intereſt of a Popiſh Succeſſor, which by their 

F — — —.— — — — 

Heu woſully abſurd is it then for thoſe who pretend 10 be 
. bet pet Wretches 115 ths . induct them 
ren to repeat it, That it is better (or they Had rather) ro be papiſti 
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ridirulous Doctrine of the + indefea/bleneſs of He- 
| — — 9 — and by their Zealous Adherence; 
ets, prevented his! Exclufdn? Which pat the 
Nation under a neceſſity of ſinking under Popery 
and Slavery, or elſe trying the dangerohs Experi- 
ment of a Revolution: by which when the wonder- 
ful :gyvod / Providence of God had deliver'd us from 
Fears, with which even the High- Church 
(ho were the chief cauſe of bringing us under 
them) then ſeemꝭd as much affected as any; yet. be- 
fore they could well be apprehended to have got 
rid of them, were they not ſapping the Founda- 
tion of that Revolution that ſaved them, with their 
abſurd Doctrines of Unlimited Paſſive Obedience? 
From whence the Popiſh Intereſt again conceiv'd 
great Hopes, and all diſcerning Proteſtants as great 
Bears, till we were again reſcud from them by Pro- 
vidence. 18 101 22391 »4; 5 nay gui! 4 4 
And after this, how many inconſiderate Wretches, 
profeſs'd Proteſtants, were by ſuch their Doctrines 
induced even to excite the Papiſts to take up Arms in 
favour of Popery; and are ſtill for the lntereſt there - 
of endeavouring to ſubject their native pore to 
the moſt Barbarous Invaſion? So that you muſt allow 
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call this Doctrine Ridiculous under the moſt favourable Con- 
ſtruction of its being ad vanc d, as ſuppoſing. thoſe ' who promoted it 
did not then conſider the Import of the word Indefeaſible. And 1 
think it may be allow d à ridiculous thing, to advance a Doctrine 
ait hout conſidering the Import thereof. But if they would have it 
ſuppos'd, that they did conſider it, then I muſt allow that it deſerves 
another Epithet, and becomes highly profane and impious; for it 
flatly contraditts and denies the Power and Providence of God, and 
it directly contrary to the main Tenour of the Scripture on that Sub. 
jeff, For as in the Caſe of the firſt, ſecond, and third King, whom 
| God particularly*appointed to reign over his then 2 People, fd 

in moſt, if not in all the ſucceeding ones, that had his more peculiar 


Deſignation, it was in direct defeat of Hereditary Right : And in 
the New Teſtament that Power which is ſaid to be ordain'd of God, 


held not its Claim by any Pretence of Hereditary Right. 
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the High Church to be »Auxitisnies' to or 
Poperj to them. Buy ſince the main Diſpute is 
whether Popery ſhall be eſtabliſpd in theſe Nations 


or not, thetefore tho fame: Prgteſt acits ſhew mote 
Zeal; or Jeſs Prodegee than Paptfts, in the Canſe of 
Popery 3. yet I cannot bat allow the Papifts to be tle 
Principals; and the High-Church only their Auxilia- 
ries, becauſe that Zeal by which they [excite the Pa- 
piſts into theſe: Rebeltions Meaſures, was firſt excited 
in them by the underhand Management ef the Jeſuits 
and Popiſh Prieſts ; by inducing a Set of Men firſt to 
embrace, and then to teach the People ſuch pgrofs 
Abſurdities for» Doctrines of a Proteſtant Church; 
which, without the hopes of whieedling Mankind into 
me tacit: Ay nſions of their Iufallibilit y, it can 
ardly be thought that any ſhould have the aſſurance 
to broach. And if the High- Church ſhall apprehend 
that this inſinuates x Denial of their being Prote- 
ſtants, it is not ſa arſh as they have endeavour'd 
to uſe by far a Majovity: of all Proteſtants, by the 
Doctrine which they ft up on occaſion of rendring 
thoſe, on whom the whole Proteſtant Intereſt chiefly 
rely'd, obnoxious ito: the People; vit. That all who 
are not baptized by thoſe ordain'd by ſach Biſhops as 
they affected, were not Chriſtians, or in a State of 
Salvation. And how was this Heretical Doctrine ca- 
reſs d, and ſtickled for by them, tho the Validity 04 
even Lay-Haptiſm is in fome caſes: allow 'd by the 
whole Chriftian Church, both Popiſh and Pr nt! 
But herein, according to their uſage of not taking 
in the Conſequence of their Doctrines, they did not 
conſider the Caſe: of one, on whoſe Day they thiſ 
they cannot fufficiettly magnify him as the moſt 
bleſſed of the Martyrs; and yet to ſerve their pur- 
poſes on another Day; uſe him as much worſe as the 
vileſt of his Enemies did, as his immortal State is 
more worth than his temporal Life, by readring him 
incapable of Salvation, by his wanting the right 
Baptiſm. Such 0 IA are to be found ia 
every 
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every part of the new Syſtems of High- Church Doc- 
trines! For what Abſurdities are there that Men 
run not into, when once tbey depart from the 
Truth, for the 1 on the Views of 
their temporal Inteteſts, and wickedly gratifying a 
Thirſt after Wealth and Power, by proſtitu 
thereto the Pretence of edifying the inte 
Kingdom of jeſus Chriſt 
be ſame Cauſes will have the ſame Effects: the 
leading Mens Conſciences into Errors that might tend 
to promote that aſcendant over them, which was 
neceſſary to the advancing the temporal Power of 
hoſe who bad got an opportunity of doing it, and 
not Integrity ſafficieat to ' withſtand the Temp-' 
tation; was the true Cauſe of ſetting up Popery, 
and introducing thoſe many Abſurdities into the 
Church of Rome, which render'd it neceſſary for ho- 
neſt and diſcerning Men to ſeparate from her, be- 
cauſe the Promoters of thoſe: Errors had ſo: far got 
the aſcendant in her, and were ſo violently attach'd 
to the worldly Intereſt they * from them, that 
any Reformation in her was abſolutely impractica- 
ble: nay, they being tempted to adhere to their In- 
fallibility, by its being the main Support of that 
worldly Grandure they had chiefly in view, they 
have thereby reader'd any Reformation impractica- 
ble to themſelves, and fo faſt buckled all their other 
Abſurdities to their Church, that they have put it 
out of their own power to reform any the moſt mon- 
ſtrous of them. Thus are they catch'd in their own 
Devices, and by their once departing from the 
Truth for the ſake of the wicked Views of enſlaving 
the People to their Dominion, they have render'd it 
impoſſible to themſelves to make the leaſt Amend- 
ments in their own Church, but are oblig'd to con- 
tinue to profeſs and teach the People for Parts 
of Chriſtianity, ſuch groſs Inconſiſtencies and. ridi- 
culous Fooleries, as they themſelves are aſhamed of, 
and forced to deny in all parts of the World, but 
| where 
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where their Subjects are under the moſt intire Vaſ- 
ſalage of Mind, or at leaſt forced to make ſhew of 
it in their Profeſſions, by the exorbitant Terrors of 
that moſt unjuſt and inhuman Court of Inquiſition: 
and yet it is not in the power of that Church to get 
rid of any of theſe their moſt notorious Abſurdities, 
without impeaching their Iafallibility, and conſe- 
quently deſtroying that whole Syſtem, which the 
Proſpe& of ſupporting their own ſecular Intereſt 
by Antichriſtiaa Schemes, hath made ſo dear to 
them. This one would think a Conſideration ſuffi- 
cient to deter thoſe, who have any true Idea of Chriſ- 
tianity, and the latereſt thereof at heart, from at- 
tempting in any ways the promoting ſuch Poſitions, 
as muſt neceſſarily tend to the introducing the Doc- 
trine of Infallibility in Men, notwithſtanding the 
Shews of Advantages it may give to their Schemes; 
or even from the proteſting againſt, or with violent 
Zeal oppoſing the taking into conſideration any A- 
mendments, or farther Reformation of things prac- 
tiſed in any Church: for this hath a viſible Tendency 
towards the inſinuating an Infallibility in thoſe who 
ſettle things as they now are; eſpecially if to this a 
zealous Attachment is ſhewn, for coercive means to 
oblige the People to profeſs and practiſe according 
to ſuch Dictates, whether they are purſuant to their 
own Sentiments or not; nothing but à Pretence of 
Infallibility being with any ſhew of Argument to be 
— in juſtification of Severities on ſuch Occa- 
ons, | 
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FN my ler Kg! 4 Mow, that be Mrtim l 
bave in that. and the following Pa 0 per laid down, 
. to allProteſtants, doth pfohibit all Co- 
ul n ig Mateers 0 of Religion. Now left ſome, who 
have been tabght ad imbibed the Doctrine of Whole- 
fome Fezechele td compet Men to come into the 
Church, ſhoutd. flir that Maxim, becauſe it doth 
contradict that Dbetrine; I ſhall endeayonr here to 
ſhew, that that Doariae and all Coercion in Mat- 


ters of Religian, doth as effectually contradict the 
Chriſtian 9 and even the Dictates of Natural 
Religion, 35 Maxim 1 have Jaid down contradicts 


Ps he Chriſtian Relig ion comfiſts in true Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt; and in he Doctrines which he, and his 
Apoſtles by his Death taught the World. Now 
Coercion® in Matters of Religion, not in any ways 
being able to reach a Man's Faith, tends only to di- 
vide his Profeſſion from his Faith : therefore tho 
that Coercion ſhould be defign'd' in favour of the 
true Faith, it is ſo far from promoting ſuch true 
Faith, that it can only ſubſtitute a falſe Profeſſion 
of that true Faith inſtead thereof; which is ſo far 
from the true Chriſtian Faith, that it is the very 
Contradiction thereof, being downright Hypocriſy: 
for the only way to promote Faith in the Mind, is 
to convince it of the Truth of thoſe Syſtems, in 
which we propoſe that any Perſon ſhould have ſuch 
Faith. But that Conviction can neither be ſuppoſed 
prior, to the Uſe of ſuch Coercion, nor to be wrought 
thereby; for the occaſion of ſuch Coercion evidently 

ſuppoſeth, 
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of ſuppoſeth, that there is not ſuch Conviction: for 
* in what a Man is convinced of, there is no toom to 
* 8 uſe Ceercion to oblige him to proſeſs; for Proſeſſion 
1, tte natural Reſult of Convidtion,' if there are not 
ſome outward Motives to preverit that Profeſſiou. 
: *Therefore' as it is abſurd ro! propoſe to bring a 
Man to the Profeſſian of the true Faith by Coercion, 
who hath that true Faith; ſo by ſuch Caoercion to 
1 bring a Man to the Profeſſion of it, who hath it 
n, not, is co make him a worſe Mau than he wan be- 
o- fore, by adding Hypocriſy to his want of Faith. 
no And there is a very ſtrong Probability, that that 
e-  Cocreton, which is aſed to bring him to the Pro- 
he feſſion of What he is not convinc'd of, will rather be- 
th get in his Mind a Contempt of, or an Averſion to, 
than à Conviction in ſuch Sentiments, which are the 
occkſion of ſuch Coercio un. 
To enlighten this, let us conſider the Caſe: of the 
Jews now in Portugal, where there are great num- 
bers; yet the ſevereſt Coercion is uſed to make them 
Chriſtians; which brings them to the outward Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, and with ſo much She w of Zeal, 
in order to hide their own Sentiments, that it is a 
commbn Remark amongſt the Engliſh Merchants there, 
that they who ſhew the greateſt Zeal in the outward 
Matters of Religion, are taken for Fews; and moſt 
Portugueze Merchants, that either come to Holland or 
here, declare themſelves Jews. Now can theſe very 
Men, whilſt they live in Portugal, be thought better 
on Wl Chriſtians than when here, by 'woſech who have any to- 
far © lerable Idea of Chriftianity ? Are they not rather far- 
ery ther remoy'd from it, or at leaft from the true Idea of 
ſy: Natural Religion, Sincerity being one eſſential part 
, is of both Chriſtianity and Natural Religion? And can 
in it be thought, that their being by:Chriſtians (under 
uch whoſe Power they fall) oblig'd to profeſs and act fo 
ſed I contrary to their own Sentiments, is any Recom- 
ght mendation of Chriſtianity to tiiem, or to a Relief 
ty that ſuch Chriſtians are as good as natural Moraliſts? 
: | 
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believe the contrary, is much more probable; for 
it is natural to all Mankind to hate the Occaſion 
that has brought them under hard Uſage, eſpecially 
when they verily, believe, that ſuch hard Uſage; is 

unjuſt, as all Mankind do neceſlarily believe their 
being perſecuted for their own Sentiments muſt be: 
for, as I have ſaid , it is impoſſible for any Man 
but to believe, that his own Sentiments are right; 
therefore his being puniſh'd for profeſſing what, he 
believes to be right, or not profeſſing the contrary, 
which he believes to be wrong, he muſt eſteem un- 
juſt Perſecution. f bnk 

And the ſame Obſervation will hold, where the 
Differences are never ſo ſmall; for the Smallneſs of 
the Difference excites an Averſion to the Cauſe of 
Puniſhment, as much as it can be pleaded to prove 
the Obſtinacy of the Perſon inſiſting on it. For it 
is not material whether the Matter in difference is 
really of conſequence or not, but whether the Per- 
ſon who inſiſts on his not complying therewith con- 
ceives it fo to be; and whether he doth ſo conceive 
it or not, it is impoſſible for any to determine, but 
God and his own Conſcience. So that if the Man 
was not an Hypocrite before, by declaring things 
contrary to his Sentiments, which were not; and it 
ſeems very improbable, that there ſhould be occa- 
ſion for Coercion, to bring any to profeſs their own 
Sentiments: if the Man, I ſay, was not by this ve- 
ry improbable Suppoſition in the State of Hypo- 
criſy, by ſuch his Refuſal of Compliance, and by 
ſuch Coercion he is brought to ſuch Compliance; 
ſuch Coercion, by obligiog him to ſuch Compliance, 
contrary to his Sentiments, is ſo far from making 
him a better Chriſtian, or a better Man, that in- 
ſtead of rectifying ſome Miſtakes that he might lie 
under in theſe ſmaller Matters, he is thereby ine- 
vitably involv'd in the groſs Sin of Hypocriſy. 
And as to the Caſe of the Apoſtles uſing great 
Sevetities to Ananias and Saphira, I can't apprehend 
£ that 
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that that any ways tends to juſtify coercive Means, 
to oblige Men to the Profeſſion of any particular 
Set of Chriſtianity, or Chriſtianity ia general: for 
that was not occaſion'd by their refuſing the Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity'; for it is evident by the Hiſ- 
tory, that they had embrac'd it; but as a juſt Puniſh» 
ment of their Lying and Hypocriſy ; wherein, tho it 
depended on an Overt Act, which might have been 
otherwiſe proved, yet the Holy Ghoſt, in order to 
make an immediate Example, ſapply'd the Evidence 
to the Apoſtle, and gave Power to the Execution. 
And tho this Text hath ſometimes been apply*d to 
juſtify Coercive Means, yet if it is rightly conſider'd, 
it tends directly to the contrary ; for this was ag 
early and terrible Example, how very ' repugnant 
Hypocriſy or Lying to the Holy Ghoſt, is to the 
Chriſtian Religion: and profeſſing to be of a Faith, 
of which we are not, comes very near, if it is not 
directiy Lying to the Holy Ghoſt; and that is what 
Coercive Means tends directly to induce Men to. 

80 far was the Intention of this Example of Seve- 
rity from bringing Men to the Profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
nity contrary to their Sentiments, that the contrary 
is mention'd immediately after the Hiſtory 
of it; And of the reſt durſt no Man join bimſelf to 
them. And yet this is not repreſented as an Hin- 
drance, but as a Furtherance of Chriſt's Kingdom; 
for in the next Verſe it is ſaid, And Believers were 
the more added to the Lord, both /Multitudes of Men 
and Women : and then goes on in giving 'Inſtances of 
heir Faith. So that I think it fully appears here- 
dy, that the Apoſtles did not apprehend it any Ad- 
vantage to the Church, but the contrary, to have 
Men profeſs the Faith without the Concurrence of 
heir own Sentiments; for by the reſt, who durſt 
dt join themſelves, ' being oppos'd to, the Multi- 
udes of Believers that were the more added, muſt 
de underſtood thoſe who did not believe. There- 
ore as this Example was in its Cauſe, fo it was in 
its 
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from bei ed as an luducrment; to 1 
— that is is declar d as a Terror that — 
frota: mipg ista the Church, who were not, Be- 
lie vers r conv igcd ia chein ou Sentiwents of the 
Truth af the Syſtems, ene me Objects. E 
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| Apoltles bergby Jhew'd. the, gr oper 
Hoh Sboſt could give them, and Jet we never find 
e was exested; againſt ſuch; as E or 
ſeoffed at their Doctrines; which, had the Holy 
we; : Coercive Means to bring Meg; to 
FEY true Faith, might andoubtedly 

= the e Power: have been done, But it was 
8 ſuch Means muſt neceſſarily bave tended 90 
Destruction of that Kingdom which Jeſus Chriſt 
came, to eſtabliſh amongſt Men, which he declares 
to be within us, that is, to conſiſt in the Conviction 
af the Mind; which Coercive Means cannot in any 
ways be ſuppos'd to effect: but rather the contrary, 
ort leaſt to beget ſuch an Indolence of Mind, at to 
exert; no Sentiments on ſuch Matters, for fear they 
ſhould appoſe the Syſtems which thoſe Coercions are, 
intended to promote, and 2 thereby cauſe an 
Ugeaſineſs one way or the other. And ſuch zu im- 

plicit State of Mind is the fartheſt: ,remoy? d from 

the Probability of embracing true Conviction; for 
without a full Conſideration of the Syſtems p 
there can be no true Conviction in chem. 80 that 
Coercion in Matters of Religion tends only ta 
of theſe, two Effects; either to induce Men 0.0m 
up, t Profeſſion fayour'd by the Powers where they 
ves ithout farther. Thought; or elſe to profes 
* contrary to their Thoughts: in neither of 
the true Idea of rr r I © 200 
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Therefore, tho Coercive Means may be of great 
Service. to thoſe, . who, under pretence of beiog the 
Miniſters for ſetting up Chriſt's Kiagdom amongſt 
Men, have it in their View to advance themſelves to 
a Dominion over Mens Profeſſions: and Conſciences, 
and by ſuch vile Means to ſet up their own Grandure 
in chis World; yet it is in every View ſo utterly 
inconſiſtent with the promoting that ſpiritual King- 
dom which - Jeſus; Chriſt came to ſet, up within us, 
and ſo directly contrary to the Edification thereof, 
that there can be no Notion propos'd that more 
directly oppoſeth not only ſuch Kingdom of Chriſt, 
but eyen that Sincerity which hath been always e- 
ſteem'd to have been abſolutely neceſſary to a bare 
Moraliſt. n B a3 3of 4.7 

Now the beſt Reaſon that can be aſſign'd for this 
ſo directly an Antichriſtian PraQtice ſpreading it ſelf 
ſo far over the Face of the Chriſtian Church, and 
being openly and avowedly promoted by ſome who 
would. by all means be taken for the moſt zealous 
Paſtors. of the Church, is that which Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf: declares, viz that be that enters not by the 
Door into the Sheepfeld, but climbeth up ſome other way, 
the ſame is 4 Thief and a Robber : And then declareth 
himſelf. the Door; that is, that thro Faith in him is 
the only right way for a Paſtor to enter into the 
Church: but thoſe who enter for the Views of Tem- 
ral Advantages only, without that Faith, are 

y him calld Hirelings and Thieves, who come not 
but co ſteal, and to hill, and to deſtroy. And tho ſuch, 
when they are got in, may hand. in others the ſame 
way, yet if they come not in by the true Door of 
Faith in Chriſt, their being ſo admitted by the 
Predeceſſors will not alter the Caſe: for whoeye 
pretends that the true Deſcent of Ordination is the 
only or main thing neceſſary to a Paſtor, or would 
perſuade the People to believe, or to- profeſs, that 
their Salvation depends on the regular Deſcent and 
due Performance of the 9 of their Biſhops, 

| | or 
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that ay would conceive them infallible 


ſoch 2 eee by Coereive Means; becaufe: they 
theitifelves, 8 5855 think 3 all, eat Hardly 
conceive it e that ſich an Abſardity- can fab- 
Bf in the tines of any Mind, or be Broßeſed 
by agy that is not either awed from exerting 
Sentimments that may thwart Infallibility; or Cert 
fy by Fears of Puniſhment apt _ 
are their true Seutiments: unteſs th over- 
boroe” by Party- Teal, as to Ike 4 Dohrine the bet · 
ter for being abſürd, becauſe it's a Mark of its deing 
the genuine Product of the Party they affect. 
But 2 the — of their Ordination be as re- 
See can funcy it, or would per ſuade others 
e Ith yet thoſe who he 0 not into the 
Ohurch by eh toe Door, bat with Views of Tem- 
—— er voly, as they muſt neceſſarily fall un- 


ol before nieytion'd, ſo they muſt 
25 — attach d 70 thats 1, Means that beit 
tend to promote fuch their Views. Therefore fot 


— as a Motive, and conſequently would not 
t lyes profeſs Chriſtianity, were it not through 
Caſtor, or ehe Temptations of worldly Confidera- 
tions; no wonder that ſich, for the fake of promo- 
ting thoſe their wortdly Conſiderations, ſhould en- 
deavour dy Secular Paniftments, or other worldly 
Motives, to ht ing others to the Profefion of fo rhuch 
or fuck fort of Religion, as by promoting the Faction 
they * ro riſe by, may ſerve to ſuch their Pars 


But as the Convittion of the Minds of their Con- 
verts rends not ro the promoting the Intereſt they 
chiefly aim xt; ſo the Tendency of thoſe Means they 
affeet to oft, are directly contrary thereto. 

Our Saviour faith, Bewure of falſe Prophets, which 
Come to you in Sheep. Clothing, but inwardly are raven 
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ing Wolves; and tells us, we ſhall know them by their 

Fruits. 775 8 there's no n 
Awbst Ende 3c moſt at heart with Men, hs 

96 ſerve the en r endency of thoſe Means hy 


ig 1 addere to, eſpecially when the Tenden- 


cy of ſuch Means are as directly oppoſite to the E- 


dification of that intellectual Ki, they would 
needs be entlin Ibe Wonne & they may be 


proper to thoſe Views which for the ſake of the 
more analy Frqneing them, they would. be 
Fhooght mortified yato. ; ; 
e may conclude therefore, that Mens comitig to 
be Paſtors of the Church upon wrong Intentions, 
and with their Views only at the worldly Advan- 
tages that are to be made thereby, is the true Cauſe 
of promoting theſe Methods of Coercion, to force 
Mens Profeſſians in Matters of Religion by Severities 
or other worldly; Motiyes; which, though they may 
be of ſervice for the gratifying the Pride or Cove- 
tonſaeſs of ſuch Men, Jet are directly oppoſite to the 
Intereſt of true Chriſtiagity, and to the viſible In- 
tent of the Great Founder thereof. 


And it is ſo univerſally agreed, and. ſo very ob- 
by Experience, 


vious to all, and ſo fully coafirm'd 
that entire Liberty of Conſcience tends to the out- 
ward Proſperity of any Nation, by increaſing its 
people, Commerce, and Wealth; that it is perfectly 
needleſs to offer any Arguments on Political Subjects, 
to confirm what even the greateſt Promoters of Co- 
ercion have at leaſt m acknowledg'd, and all the 
reſt of Mankind ſeem to be entirely agreed in. | 
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The Occaſional Courant. 


M ND now, were it in ſome Mens power, what 


N could 1 expect in anſwer to theſe plain Chrif- 
tian Propoſitions, but their immediate Application 
to the Thunder of their Eccleſiaſtical Anathemas, 
attended with their vehemently exciting the Secular 
Power to follow them with ſome very ſevere tempo- 
ral Puniſhment ? But ſuch Men hereby fo fully ſhew 
that they know not what Spirit they are of, (or 
apitated by) that inſtead of enforcing the Apprehen- 
fions of ſach Terrors on Mens Minds, they viſibly 
give evidence that they themſelves do not believe 
that there is ſo much in theſe their Anathemas, as 
they would ſeem to inſinuate to others: For had t 
a Faith that the Curſes and Damnation with whic 
they would fain fright Men into their Faction on 
Earth, were ratify'd in Heaven; one would think 
they ſhould apprehend that a ſufficient Puniſhment 
for ſuch Faults, which it is impoſſible, at leaſt for 
them, with any aſſurance to determine to be any thing 
more than Errors in judgment; and wherein ſince 
they do not avowedly pretend to an Infallibility, it 
is poſſible at leaſt for themſelves to be in the Error, 
Therefore it would much better ſuit the Character 
they affe& to wear, in the Spirit of Meekneſs and 
by Arguments drawn either from Scripture or Rea- 
ſon, and ſedately enforc'd, to endeavour to convince 
Mens Sentiments in theſe their Topicks, and therein 
to ſhew wherein temporal Severities can tend to the 
Edification of Chriſt's Kingdom. For certainly if 
they verily believed that there was but a faint ro 
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bility that the [everlaſting Terrors of the other 
World ſhould follow their Cenſures, they would'reſt 
content therewith: But by their eager preſſing” for 
the more ſenſitive Inducements of the Secular Power 
to ſecond them, I think they fully demonſtrate one 
of theſe Concluſions. Firſt, That either Mercy is 
totally their Averſion, tho in ſo ſmall a degree, as to 
reſpite their Inflictions during the ſhort ſpace of 
this temporal Life; or elſe, Secondly, That they be- 
lieve the ſubſequent Puniſhment, or temporal In- 
ducements from the ſecular Arm, which they ſo much 
court, to be at leaſt the main Conſequence of their 
raſh Anathemas on thoſe who differ from them in 
their Sentiments of ſome things. And the latter of 
theſe Concluſions being of the two by far the moſt 
adequate with the Ideas of Chriſtianity,'I am there- 
fore intirely inclined to think, 'that it is by far 
the moſt general Motive to their ſo eagerly thirſtin 
after the Terrors of the Secular Power, for the af 
ſiſting or following theſe their Cenſures. ; 
But ſince, God be praiſed, our Conſtitution doth 
admit of ſuch Chriſtian Liberty, as to defeat the 
Power of theſe Sons of Thunder, thus to frighten 
Men from ſetting forth the indiſputable Maxims of 
Chriſtianity and Truth; what reception next muſt 
theſe Sheets expe& to find from them, but that ia 
order to excite the Affections of the Vulgar, they 
with an affected Penſiveneſs at the Licentiouſneſs of 
the Times, ſeem to bewail the hard Fate of the 
Church; in that a profeſsd Argument for the Re- 
laxation of what they are pleaſed to call Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Diſcipline, ſhould be ſuffer'd to appear in the 
World with impunity : and to lament the ſad Con- 
ſequences that will enſue the admitting any Capitula- 
tion on thoſe things, which they are. pleas'd to ſtile 
the Fences and Security of the Church? Such Ad- 
vantages have they always found to their Faction, by 
Skreening it under that ſacred Name of the Church; 
and ſuch Continuation of thoſe Means „ 
| ave 


r 
haye ſuppor ted ite by ralling them the Fences 
os: tha they willzhe very apt with their utmoſt, Ap 
yuration te tradace any Maxim, which endeayayr to 
\ Haw chat 'they are: ſo far from Fepces, that they art 
cridemiy a RefleQing upon the Sincerity of, as wel 
28 ipjyviqua tobe Face, Security, and Edification of 
the Chosch, whether @afder'd in its political or ſpi- 
ritual Gapacity)!: which tho it is made never ſa evi- 
dent, vet ſuch Men will ſtin be applying to their 
uſuall Methods, to fapport the gratifying their Re- 
ſentmente on Whatever map tend to hinder their ob- 
— — they ctucfly aim at. 


n doabt but by ſome ſoch general Aſſertions 
pathetically apply d, cha they ſet forth no detetmi- 
nate — of the Words they uſe, yet they may 
weith thoſe, Whg for the ſake of the Party theſe Meg 
have led them into, will be eaſy and willing Praſe- 
＋ to any thing tbey in ſinnate: with ſuch they may 
miſrepreſent the lutention of theſe Papers, and 
raiſe ſuch Prejudice [againſt them, that they may 
thereby (without) any Confotation of what is aſſer- 
ted) defeat the Conſideratios of them with an im- 
rtial Mind; and conſequently. their haying with 
h the defired effect, of ſetting ſuch things in 8 
true light, which tend to the real Security as well as 
the Glory of the Church of England, and theſe Na- 
tions, and the convincing Mens Sentiments into the 
true Ideas af the Beauty of Chriſtianity, and the real 
Intentions thereof to make Men wiſer and better: 
Which can never: be done by hurryiog or frightoing 
them into any Party ar Profeſſion, without convinc 
their Sentiments upon mature Deliberation. A 
tho promoting of that, and the ſetting Men free, 
that they may bei the better qualify'd to embrace ſuch 
true Conviction, is the Deſign of theſe Papers. s. 
For as to the Relaxation of truly Chriſtiag Ecele- 
fiaſtical Diſcipline, or in the leaſt manner derogating 
from the Intereſt of our eſt abliſn'd Church of Ex- 
land, whereof 4 am, and have from my Youth bees 
A 


S QEAaADDCDRpIOSYOHOCDPMPEOETTGowogsgs oo wb «06. ,Dm©= = we o 


\ 
| (teh: 5 
4 Member; or buy ways to inirddiice amy Der- 
tiouſnefs of ' Morals,” 48 * was We 3 from 
my Intetitions; {6 I canndt apprebend that any of | 

my Expreſſions can A as te 
tay tendency y tar way 00S 2 2 

ar whatever Chad we theſe: * e ant 

wich whatever fulſe Glo ſſes they 74 
eaforce' them on their: — * rhe Rilo © 
jeadet of theſe Outcries of ons forr of che E 
tiouſueſs of the Age; which with fach furives Zeal 
he applies to the Inſtances of Occaſion Confurm 
and Want of Zeal for his Party, hath yer falfid 
* taken away all cauſt of ſuſp ion, chat he integ- 

ded avy ſuch of ä be applysd to. 
what. has deen always A by: fober Grant 
23 the greateſt nde, the Lizdiididuſarss of a A 
For — — is open asd unguarded 
ons, Which bimſelf and hit Favdufers 7 
. he might ſlip, and pleat his nztural Fullingꝰiu 
excuſe ſor * this hiv flatural Failing,” of not 
guardin mis Rxpreſſions, dia attend him; Wes 
chargiag in his farives' rarty-Zeab at all who ate hot 
juſt of his Senrimears, or might ſtand in the way 
of. bis Views: pet be hath taken! effectuał ente to 
guard himſelf from the Imputation of intending this 
bis Zeal againſt- fome ſorts ef Liketivaſecl, By his 
bitter Refſections on the Societies for Refermerich bf 
Manners, which the borrid and open Debaucheries 
of our Streets made it requifite or the Govetnment 
to encourage, and which the ſober Men of al Parties 
concurr'd in. The promotiag theſe Methods were To 
rery neceſſary to ſuppreſs Swarms of feud Wo- 
men, which ſo infeſted our Streets, that it was fot 
fafe to traſt a youngy Manon an Errand after Night, 
tho to all appearance virtuouſly iaclined, for fear he 
ſhould without previous Intention or luclination be 
dragg'd by them iato Debauchery. And how doth 
the Boctor in lis rigid Zeal treat thoſe Mea fures, 
which were ſo adÞolately neceſſary to _—_ __ 

out 
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well 
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n. 
Vonth from falling iato utter Ruin ? Why he tells 
us, that, under the ſanctify'd Fretence of Reforma- 
tion of Manners, theꝝ aſſume an odiops and factious 

Office, arrogantiy igtrencbing on others Chriſtian 

Liberty, &c. And in another place he tells us, That 
whatever; godly add; fallacious Gloſſes ſuch trouble - 

ſom Waſps, that erect into illegal r may 

eit upon their Actions, they are doubtleſs the un- 

Warrantable Effects of an idle, incroaching, imperti- 
neat and meddling Carioſity; a Vice as contrary to 
the true cee pt, of Chriſtianity, as it is to 

ed: Manners, and juſtice, &c, |. The Doctor, I 
think; makes a little too free with the word Santi 

d; for in the Page before he applies it to 

Prieſts debauching the Women in the Temple, and 

8 $ that Jeeves: Now whether he herein 

itended-: that the Prieſt or the Temple ſanQify'd 
thaſe Actions, or only meant it as a ludicrous Epi- 
thet, that ſhould. ditectly contradict its Subſtantive, 

Iwill dot determine; but the latter ſeems to be moſt 

obvious by the Purport of his Diſcourſe: and in 

ſuch ſenſe I apprehend he applieth it to the Refor- 
mation of Manners; and through the whole of his 

Diſcourſes that I have met with, I find it uſed no 

other wayh 7. 1 6 tt 1504 
Now thus to burleſque and ridicule Sanctification, 

muſt no doubt be very acceptable Wit to thoſe un- 

ſanctify'd Wretches, in whoſe favour he thus rails 
at the only Means the Laws had to reduce them: for 
they very well know, that if ſuch Informers are 
mark'd as odious and factious, and thereby diſcou- 
raged from giving ſuch Informations, they are 
ſafe from the Puniſhment of the Law, tho they 
ſhould commit their Leudneſs at Noon-day in the 
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Sanftify'd Villany ; Santlify'd Pretence ; Sanflify'd Spleen ; 
6475 the moſt abominable and execrable Villanies ; Santlification 
of the moſt tranſcendent Wickedneſs ;, Sanctiſy d Hypocriſy. 1 

open 
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open ſbreets. For let the Conſequence of the Leud- © 
be ever 


r ſo notorious, without particular lafor- 
mation and Rvidence, the Force of the, Laws a- 


1 it is intirely evaded. And one would think 
be wi 


ght have ſtopt here, and thought be had ſaid 
enough to engage the Friendſhip of ſuch uſeful Ani- 


mals in raiſing Mobs; but he goes on, and ſaith, the 


Informers aſſume an odious and factious Office, arro- 

antly intrenching on others Chriſtian Liberty. Now 
was ever ſuch a-Compliment paid to the moſt com- 
mon Proſtitutes by a Reverend Doctor, as to call 
thoſe ighuman Liberties they uſe, Chriſtian Liberties ? 
It is evident to all the World, that have any know- 
ledg of the Societies of Reformation, (and the Doc- 
tor ſeems to have particularly coaſider'd them) that 
they concern d themſelves with none but the com- 
on Proſtitutes they met in the Streets and Publick- 
ouſes, that there offer d themſelves as ſuch. They 
never concern d themſelves ' with Concubinage, ar 
other more recluſe Debaucheries; but with ſuch Vices 
only, that as odious and ſtinking Filth in the Streets 
became a common Nuſance eo all Paſſengers that 
had, any. Senſe of human Decency. And theſe are 
ſuch as the Name of Chriſtian Liberties muſt occa» 
ſionally be proſtituted to. But he hereby gave theſe 
Creatures an opportunity of ſhewing all the Virtue 
they, had left; for they took the firſt Opportunity 
of ſhewing their Gratitude to the Doctor, not a 
Woman of them being abſent, that was not other- 
wiſe engaged 3. nor none of their Cullics that came 
to hand, in aſſiſting in the Doctor's Train: nay, 
they were ſo diligent, that they attended the Doctor 
with Cheerfulneſs, and follow'd their Callings at the 
ſame time; for in the Doctor's Company they fear'd 
no Refor mers. 

And tho ſome who want Foreſight may think that 
there is no great Advantage to be brought to the 
Chutch by fach Cattel, yet in the ſucceſs it hath 

: I proved 
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My 


ar 


is What very often is to be underſtood by the word 
o n 
I -have only given a hint of theſe things, with in- 
tent to deſire ſome Men not to raiſe a Cry of the 
promoting Licentiouſneſs by my Maxims, without 
conſideriug that it is not Licentiouſneſs in general 


that ſome Men are ſo angry with, but ſuch Licen- 


tiouſneſs only as may be injurious to their Views, 
For, as I Have ſhewn, one fort of Licentiouſneſs, 
"which might ſerve his Purpoſes, was not fo ver) 
much diſcourag'd by their Doctor, as one might rea- 
ſonably expect it ſhould have been, by a Man of his 
"Zeal for Wholeſome Severities. ' And therefore if J, 
for the Purpoſes I propoſe, do in ſome other thin 

endeavcur at farther Licence than he hath choopht 
fit ro allow, | hope I may expect at leaſt a favoura- 


f 


ble Conſtruction from his Admirers. - 
And ſince he hath extended the Generous'Spirit 
of Chriſtianity to be a Defence to common Proſti- 
tutes from Informations, and conſequently from the 
Terrors of the Law; I hope I may be thought at 
leaſt as worthy of Having it extended to me, as a 
Defence from the Terrors df their! Cehſutes, for en- 
dea vouring to have it extended to thoſe; WhO m 
differ from us in their Sentiment of ſore things to 


„ 
* 


be profeſs'd and practis d in Religion: 


_ Proved' other wit: for one Woman of this fort 
"may ſometimes draw more than ten Men into a 
Mob; and Mobs under a weak Government, aud 
wor ſe Miniſtry, may procute Preferments; and that 
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Being the Feſtiva 
tho once a 
the Application of ion 
to its proper Purpaſd 
and pretending nothing elle" 
by the ſpecial Grace of | 
= good Example of Occaſional-Conformi , thro 


che Zeal of promoting the true Ki 9 
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Chriſt in the World. * 
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